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Georgia’s 
Systems of 
Continuous 
Improvement

Family and Community 
Engagement System
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Session Norms

• Place electronics on silence/vibrate. 

• Remain engaged in learning.

• Respectfully share opinions.

• Ask questions for clarification to avoid 
making assumptions.
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Learning Targets
School Leaders will:

Identify

Identify ESSA 
family 
engagement 
requirements for 
schools

Evaluate

Evaluate family 
engagement 
activities to 
determine which 
are most effective 
at impacting 
student academic 
achievement

Understand

Understand how 
to engage 
families through 
programs such as 
the SLDS Parent 
Portal, Academic 
Parent-Teacher 
Teams

Acquire

Acquire a 
knowledge of 
resources and 
tools offered 
through the 
Family-School 
Partnership 
Program. 



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

What is the 
purpose of 

Family 
Engagement?
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Title I-A, 
Section1116 

Every 
Student 

Succeeds 
Act (ESSA)

(1) IN GENERAL – A local educational 
agency may receive funds under this part 
only if such agency conducts outreach to all 
parents and family members and implements 
programs, activities, and procedures for the 
involvement of parents and family members 
in programs assisted under this part 
consistent with this section. Such programs, 
activities, and procedures shall be planned 
and implemented with meaningful 
consultation with parents of participating 
children. 
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Family 
Engagement

The definition of parental involvement can be found in 
Section 8101(39) of the ESSA and states: 

• The term parental involvement means the participation 
of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful 
communication involving student academic learning 
and other school activities, including and ensuring that: 

• Parents play an integral role in assisting their child's 
learning. 

• Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their 
child's education at school. 

• Parents are full partners in their child's education and 
are included, when appropriate, in decision-making as 
well as being a part of the advisory committees to 
assist in the education of their child. 

• Other activities are carried out, such as those 
described in Section 1116. 
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Family Engagement 
Inventory
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Title I-A, Section 1116 
Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA), General School 
Requirements

• Annual Title I Meeting

• School Parent and Family Engagement Plan

• School-Parent Compact

• Building Parent Capacity (The “Shalls”)

• Building School Staff Capacity

(Input and Distribution)

See the Georgia Department of Education – Family-School Partnership page at http://partnerships.gadoe.org for more information.

http://partnerships.gadoe.org/
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What does 
the research 
tell us about 

engaged 
families?
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Beyond the Bake Sale

“The evidence is consistent, positive, and convincing:  
families have a major influence on their children’s 
achievement.  When schools, families, and community 
groups work together to support learning children tend to 
do better in school, stay in school longer, and like school 
more.” 

Summary of Key Findings from: A New Wave of Evidence:  The Impact of 
School, Family and Community Connections of Student Achievement.

Henderson, A. et al (2007) Beyond the Bake Sale, The Essential Guide to 
Family-School Partnerships. The NY Press
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The Carnegie Foundation

https://www.carnegie.org/media/filer_public/f8/78/f8784565-4bd6-4aa3-bd80-2b98fd43380e/parent-engagement-2018.pdf
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According to its authors, the Dual 
Capacity-Building Framework for Family-
School Partnerships (2), “is designed to 
support the development of family 
engagement strategies, policies, and 
programs. It is not a blueprint for 
engagement initiatives … [but] should be 
seen as a compass, laying out the goals 
and conditions necessary to chart a path 
toward effective family engagement efforts 
that are linked to student achievement and 
school improvement.”

Mapp, K. L. & Bergman, E. (2019). Dual 
capacity-building framework for family-
school partnerships (Version 2). 

Dual Capacity-Building Framework

https://www.dualcapacity.org/
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Evaluating Family Engagement Programs

FAMILY AND 
COMMUNITY 

ENGAGEMENT 
STRUCTURES 

NATIONAL PTA 
STANDARDS FOR 
FAMILY-SCHOOL 
PARTNERSHIPS
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https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/runyourpta/national-
standards/national_standards_implementation_guide.pdf

https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/runyourpta/national-standards/national_standards_implementation_guide.pdf
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A major system of the complex school 

organization that develops quality 

links between local school 

professionals and the parents and 

community the school is intended to 

serve

• Welcoming all Families and the 

Community

• Communicating Effectively with 

Families and the Community

• Supporting Student Success

• Empowering Families

• Sharing Leadership with Families and 

the Community

• Collaborating with Families and the 

Community

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-
Improvement-Services/Pages/Family-and-Community-
Engagement.aspx

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Welcoming-Families-and-Community.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Communicating-Effectively-with-Families-and-community.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Supporting-Student-Success.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Empowering-Families.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Sharing-Leadership-with-Families-and-Community.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Collaborating-with-Families-Community.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Family-and-Community-Engagement.aspx
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https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/programs/national-standards-for-family-school-
partnerships/national_standards_assessment_guide.pdf

https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/programs/national-standards-for-family-school-partnerships/national_standards_assessment_guide.pdf
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Evaluation: 
National PTA Assessment Guide Rubric

Level 1: 

Emerging – Limited 
level of 

development and 
implementation

Level 2:

Progressing –
Functioning level of 
development and 
implementation

Level 3: 

Excelling – Highly 
functioning level of 
development and 
implementation 
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Directions

• Form a small group

• Each group will take one PTA standard / rubric

• Read the goal(s) of each standard and review the 
indicators

• Discuss your school’s current level of performance as 
it relates to each of the indicators

• How is your school doing? What is the school doing 
well?  What needs to be improved upon?
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Parent and Family Engagement Performance

1. “Welcoming All Families” 

2. “Communicating Effectively”

3. “Supporting Student Success”

4. “Speaking Up for Every Child” 

5.  “Sharing Power”

6. “Collaborating with Community”

Red = Emerging

Yellow = Progressing

Green =  Excelling
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Other 
Evaluation 
Tools

Parent and Family 

Engagement



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential 
Guide to Family-School Partnerships

• Henderson, Anne T. Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential 
Guide to Family-school Partnerships. New York: New Press : 
Distributed by W.W. Norton, 2007.
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THE FAMILY ENGAGEMENT FOR 
HIGH SCHOOL SUCCESS 
TOOLKIT 

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/Documents/fehs_toolkit-111611.pdf
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Rubric for Family Leadership 
and School Governance

https://archive.sfusd.edu/en/assets/sfusd-staff/SFUSD--family%20partnerships%20resources/Rubric%20for%20Family%20Leadership%20and%20School%20Governance-rev%20July%202018.pdf


Educating Georgia's Future by graduating students who are ready to learn, ready to live, and ready to lead.

Dawn Scott, Family Engagement Specialist

Parent and Family
Engagement Resources

Georgia Department of Education, Family-School Partnership Program
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Ideas to Support 
Learning at 

Home
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Statewide Longitudinal Data System (SLDS)
Parent Training Center

Click here for the Training Center for Parents Website in English and Spanish.

NEW!

https://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Documents/Parent/Parent.htm
https://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Documents/Parent/Parent_sp.htm
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Statewide Longitudinal Data System (SLDS)
Parent Training Center Power Tip Video

Click here for video (12 mins.)

Schedule an SLDS Trainer to 
visit your school!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1t0Ke3O8-CQ
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Example from a District Improvement 
Plan (DIP)

Increase the percent of students achieving a Lexile measure at or above the 

Lexile Mid-point in Grades 3-9 and American Literature from 63% in 2019 and 

68% in 2020 as measured by the GA Milestones Assessment.

Show how to access online literacy resources in the parent portal 

to families of students in Grades 3-9 to practice at home with their 

child by hosting Literacy Nights and emailing links.
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SLDS Access to Family Resources

Academic 
Standards

Online Resources 
Aligned to the 

Academic 
Standards

bit.ly/powertipsparentportal

bit.ly/powertipsparentportal
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School Goal:  Increase student reading 
comprehension as measured by a 5% 
increase in Lexile scores on the 
Georgia Milestones Assessment

The School will conduct in-person and 
online parent training for parents to 
demonstrate the use of the SLDS parent 
portal.

Teachers will conduct a Facebook Live and 
provide written information defining 
Lexile and its connection to reading 
comprehension.  Teachers will provide 
resources within the SLDS that parents 
may access for at home reading activities 
that will improve reading comprehension

School-Parent Compact
Shared Responsibilities

http://bit.ly/powertipshandbookcompacts

http://bit.ly/powertipshandbookcompacts
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School Goal:  Increase student reading 
comprehension as measured by a 5% 
increase in Lexile scores on the 
Georgia Milestones Assessment

Parents will participate in the training 
and will access the resources within 
the SLDS to support student reading 
comprehension improvement at 
home.  They will monitor student 
practice and ensure engagement at 
least 4 times per week

Students will use reading 
comprehension resources within the 
SLDS at least 4 times per week

School-Parent Compact
Shared Responsibilities

http://bit.ly/powertipshandbookcompacts

http://bit.ly/powertipshandbookcompacts
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Focus Area: Lexile  Parent Resource

https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/

https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/reach-parent-training-series-how-to-choose-a-book/reach-parent-training-series-how-to-choose-a-just-right-book-for-your-child/
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/
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bit.ly/gadoeparentsyoutubeFE&CE videos

bit.ly/gadoeparentsyoutube
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ONGOING COMMUNICATIONS TOUR 
Virtual gallery walk

“Exemplary practices from 
districts and schools”

https://shealy-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/dawn_scott_doe_k12_ga_us/EU4KJWebszFGhAZx9hm5aAABuVnLkPHiEupgjX_NS7gU6g?e=TKWaDg
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Which practices are 
you currently 
implementing in your 
school or school 
system?  Are there 
any that you can 
adopt or adapt?
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Ongoing 
Communications, 
Continued
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Ongoing 
Communications, 
Continued
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Ongoing 
Communications, 
Continued
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Source: Connected Class

Step 1 – Set up a free parent Snapchat 
account.

Step 2 – Before you use it with children, 
review the safety center under Settings.

Step 3 – Select reading material

Step 4 – Open the Snapchat app, and 
select the filter you want to read with.

Step 5 – Record yourselves reading.

Step 6 – Watch yourselves being silly as 
you read.

Step 7 – Share with friends and family by 
texting the video, posting to Snapchat, or 
saving it to your phone for private use. 

Snapchat Reading Fun 

Note: The views and opinions expressed in this presentation do not necessarily

state or reflect an endorsement of any commercial products by the Georgia

Department of Education. Schools are encouraged to follow any guidelines set

by their district’s communications office on the use of social media.
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Georgia Learns

• Current Courses
• School-Parent 

Compact

• Job Responsibilities 
Course

• School Parent and 
Family Engagement 
Policy

• Future Courses
• Intro to Family 

Engagement

• Community 
Engagement

• Building Staff Capacity

Click here for Course Page.

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Partnerships/Pages/Online-Courses.aspx
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GaDOE Resources

bit.ly/gadoeparentsyoutube

http://www.twitter.com/GaDOEPartners
http://www.facebook.com/GaDOEPartnerships
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3gAmski7tYsNKr79ATfb3w/featured
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APTT

Academic Parent-Teacher Teams (APTT) is a family 
engagement model, designed by Dr. Maria Paredes of 
WestEd, that strengthens teacher-family relationships by 
focusing on student academic growth and 
achievement. The APTT Model elevates the efforts of 
traditional parent-teacher conferences by inviting all 
families of the same classroom teacher to meet together 
rather than individually
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APTT Schools in Georgia 

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Partnerships/Documents/Final%20GA_APTT_Schools_FY19.pdf

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Partnerships/Documents/Final%20GA_APTT_Schools_FY19.pdf
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National Standards Implementation Guide

https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/runyourpta/national-standards/national_standards_implementation_guide.pdf
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Building 
Community 
Partnerships

United Way

Family Connections

Businesses

Faith Based Organizations

Community Service / Civic Groups

Social Services Agencies

file://fs2/educationsupport$/FY 20 Files/Unit - Family-School Partnerships/Conferences/Instructional Leaders (SDE) Conference 2020/ https:/www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Partnerships/Pages/Community-Partners.aspx
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Next Steps :
What did you find most 
beneficial about today’s 
workshop that you will 
take back to your school 
and implement?
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Learning Targets
School Leaders will:

• Identify ESSA family engagement requirements for 
schoolsIdentify

• Evaluate Family Engagement activities to determine 
which are most effective at impacting student 
academic achievement

Evaluate

• Understand how to engage families through programs 
such as the SLDS Parent Portal, Academic Parent-
Teacher Teams

Understand

• Acquire a knowledge of resources and tools offered 
through the Family-School Partnership Program. Acquire
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Family-School Partnership Program 
Contact Information

Mandi Griffin, Family Engagement 
Specialist

404-576-5086 mgriffin@doe.k12.ga.us

Susan Holcomb, Family 
Engagement Specialist

404-326-4395 sholcomb@doe.k12.ga.us

Harriett Neal, Federal Programs 
Administrative Assistant

404-656-0644 hneal@doe.k12.ga.us

Dawn Scott, Family Engagement 
Specialist

404-694-4209 dscott@doe.k12.ga.us

http://partnerships.gadoe.org

@GaDOEPartners bit.ly/gadoeparentsyoutube GaDOEPartnerships

http://partnerships.gadoe.org/
bit.ly/gadoeparentsyoutube
https://www.facebook.com/GaDOEPartnerships
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https://tinyurl.com/2020ILC

Session Feedback

Thank you for attending our session.  

Please take a moment to provide 

your feedback.

Share your conference highlights now! 

@GaDOESDE

https://tinyurl.com/2020ILC
https://twitter.com/GADOESDE


EDUCATING 

GEORGIA’S FUTURE

EDUCATING 

GEORGIA’S FUTURE

www.gadoe.org

@georgiadeptofed

youtube.com/c/GeorgiaDepartmentofEducation


