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Review from Previous Webinars in the Series:

Formative Instructional Practices Defined
“It is not the instrument that is formative; it is the use of the information gathered .”
(Chappuis, 2009)

Formative Instructional Practices (FIP) are intentional behaviors that 
teachers and students use to make decisions about learning. Formative 
instructional practices are the formal and informal ways that teachers and 
students gather and respond to evidence of student learning. 

Georgia FIP is a blended model for professional learning. It provides Tier I 
evidenced-based interventions and practice opportunities for educators to 
accurately use formative instructional practices in districts and schools. 

GA FIP online professional learning has four foundational components.

1. Clear Learning Targets

2. Collecting, analyzing and using evidence of student learning

3. Effective Feedback

4. Student Ownership of Learning
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Review:  Why Consider FIP for SDE?
The GSAPS assesses a school’s level of implementation in each of the five systems of 
GSCI:

Coherent Instruction: Districts and schools must have an established shared 
instructional guidance system (Structure 3: Use of a balanced blend of assessments)

Effective Leadership: A major support necessary for an effective instructional guidance 
system is leadership in the school and at the district level

Professional Capacity: In addition to effective leadership, schools, to improve, 
particularly in instruction, must have a coherent system to develop the capacity of the 
professionals in the school 

Family and Community Engagement: A school must have an intentional explicit system 
for engaging the adults beyond the school in the core instructional work of the school 

Supportive Learning Environment: A school must design a system that organizes the 
efforts in the school to meet the differing needs of all students

Source: (Page 1 of Process Guide for GaDOE’s GSAPS)
Organizing for School Improvement edited by Anthony Bryk (2010)
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Topics for Today

Share highlights from the content and Facilitator’s 
Guide in the Designing Sound Assessment 
Course (DSA) series

• Clarifying Assessment Expectations
• Mastering Methods of Assessment
• Designing and Critiquing Sound Assessments

9/8/2020 5
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FIP has 25 Courses Organized by a 
Series of Related Topics

• Foundations Series (6 courses)
• Clear Learning Targets (7 courses)
• Reaching Every Students (3 courses)
• Designing Sound Assessments (9 courses, 

including an overview)

9/8/2020 6



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

Designing Sound Assessment Course Series

• Designing Sound Assessments Overview
• Creating and Using Rubrics
• Creating and Using Master Rubrics
• Creating and Using Assessment Blueprints
• Creating and Using Written Response Assessments
• Creating and Using Verbal Response Assessments
• Creating and Using Performance Assessments
• Creating and Using Selected Response Assessments
• Designing and Critiquing Sound Assessments: Putting 

the Pieces Together

9/8/2020 7
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Sections in the DSA Series

• Clarifying Assessment Expectations (Courses 1051, 
1052, 1053)

• Mastering Methods of Assessment (Courses 1054, 
1055, 1056, 1057)

• Putting the Pieces Together: Designing and 
Critiquing Sound Assessments (Course 1058)

Note: Overview of DSA Series is a separate course.

9/8/2020 8
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Clarifying 
Assessment 
Expectations
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Learning 
Targets 
for 
Teachers 
and 
Leaders 

9/8/2020 10

Best for 
Teachers

Best for 
Leaders
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FIP
Learning
Practice &
Commitment
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Clarifying Assessment Expectations
Sample In-course Content

9/8/2020 12
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Task-specific Rubric  
(custom-fit rubric for one specific prompt, problem or task)

Prompts 3 or Mastery 2 or Intermediate 1 or Novice
Identify three 
safety rules 
when bike 
riding

Cited three rules from text. 
Acceptable answers: 
~Wear proper fitting helmet
~Wear safe clothing
~Understand traffic rules
~Understand proper hand signals
~Conduct regular maintenance on 
your bike

Cited two acceptable 
rules from text.

Cited one acceptable rule 
from text.

Explain why 
each safety rule 
is important

Importance of each rule is 
explained. 
Example:
Helmets protect the head from 
brain injury

Explanation for the 
importance of two rules 
is listed.

Explanation for the 
importance of one rule is 
presented.

Use a quote 
from the text 
to support the 
importance of 
each rule.

An accurate quote is provided to 
support each of the three rules 
listed.
Example:
Helmets
“Many bike accidents involve a 
head injury, so a crash could mean 
permanent brain damage or death 
for someone who doesn’t wear 
one while riding.”

Two accurate quotes are 
listed to support both 
rules.

One appropriate quote is 
listed for the rule 
presented. 

ELAGSE3RI3:
Determine the main idea of a text; recount 
details and explain how they support the 
main idea.
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General Rubric
(tailored for a set of learning expectations that are not related to a specific task or prompt 
and can be used repeatedly for similar learning goals)

Learning 
Target

5 4 3 2 1

Use relevant, 
text-based 
evidence to 
support a claim

Uses relevant, 
text-based 
evidence. 
This means:

~States evidence 
directly related 
to the claim 
made
~Comments 
about the 
evidence show 
how it supports 
the claim-why 
it’s important
~Uses 
quotations to 
support claim 
and doesn’t just 
restate it

Uses relevant, text-based 
evidence, but:

~Student’s connections of the 
claim to the evidence are 
missing or misinterpreted-
doesn’t know why it’s 
important
~OR uses quotations to restate 
the claim.

~Uses prior knowledge or 
opinion to support claim
~OR uses text-based 
evidence that does not relate 
to the claim
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Sample In-course Content

9/8/2020 15
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Example of Holistic Rubric
(overall judgement of a simple learning expectation using a blended description of traits at 
each performance level)

Physical Education – Ball Handling Skills
GSEPE3.1K: Motor Skills and Movement Patterns – Manipulative Skills

Performance Level Performance Description

Mastery Dribbles fluidly with both hands, using finger 
pads. Keeps the height of the ball at waist or 
below. Looks up when dribbling. Maintains 
control of the ball when switching hands.

Intermediate Dribbles fluidly with dominant hand, using 
finger pads. Tends to dribble the ball above 
wait level. Can look up when dribbling but 
struggles to maintain other skills. May loose 
control of ball when switching hands.

Novice Dribbles with entire hand. Dribbles the ball too 
high or to low from waist. Tends to bounce the 
ball only a couple of times before losing control 
of it.



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

Analytic Rubric – Ball Handling Skills
(judge more than one aspect of learning and identifies strengths and gaps)

Learning 
Target

5
Mastery

4 3
Intermediate

2 1
Novice

Use finger pads 
when dribbling

Dribbles fluidly 
with both hands 
using finger 
pads

Dribbles fluidly with 
dominant hand , using finger 
pads

Dribbles with entire hand

Dribble the ball 
at waist height 
or below

Keeps the 
height of the 
ball at waist 
level or below

Tends to dribble the ball 
above the waist

Dribble the ball way to high 
or too low

Dribble ball w/o 
watching hands

Looks up when 
dribbling

Can look up when dribbling 
but struggles to maintain 
other skills

Looks down when dribbling

Maintain ball 
control when 
dribbling with 
either hand

Maintains 
control of the 
ball when 
switching hands

Maintains ball control when 
dribbling with dominant 
hand, but may lose control 
of the ball when switching 
hands

Tends to bounce the ball 
only a couple of times before 
losing control of it

GSEPE3.1K: Motor Skills and Movement Patterns – Manipulative Skills
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Sample  
Content
from
Facilitation 
Guide
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Reminder for FIP Webinar #1:
Choose the Appropriate Assessment Method for 
Learning Target Type (FIP Course 003)
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Sample  
Content
from
Facilitation 
Guide

9/8/2020 20

ELAGSE3RI3:
Determine the main 
idea of a text; recount 
details and explain how 
they support the main 
idea.

ELAGSE3RI3:
1. Determine the main 
idea of a text; 2. 
recount details and 
3.explain how they 
support the main idea.
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Sample  
Content
Facilitation 
Guide

9/8/2020 21

ELAGSE3RI3:
1. Determine the main 
idea of a text; 2. 
recount details and 
3.explain how they 
support the main idea.
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GaDOE Examples of Assessment Blueprints
2020-2021

Summative
Formative
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Mastering 
Methods of
Assessment
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Learning 
Targets for 
Teachers 
and Leaders
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FIP
Learning
Practice &
Commitment
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Putting the Pieces 
Together: 
Designing and 
Critiquing Sound 
Assessments
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Learning 
Targets for 
Teachers and 
Leaders
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FIP
Learning
Practice &
Commitment
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Sample In-course Content
Pre-Assessment

9/8/2020 29
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Interim Assessment
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Post Assessment
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Let’s Think and Apply…

How might today’s information be used in 
your current school or district work?

Consider the following example.

9/8/2020 32
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Excerpt from Fox 5 News Story
(7-21-2020)

Context:  
News story about distance learning versus in-class 
learning in Georgia

Excerpt from Student’s Comment:  
I learn better when I’m in a classroom with the teacher. It’s 
hard to understand a math problem on a PowerPoint slide. 
I only find out what I messed up when I get a 74 on my 
test.
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Reflection Question 1: 
Was the 74 that the student received in math a formative or 
summative grade? Explain your thinking.

Reflection Question 2: 
Of the four types of teacher-use rubrics described today, 
which one could have the greatest benefit for the teacher’s 
instructional planning/delivery AND assist the student’s 
ability to understand the math problem?

(a) Task-specific
(b) General
(c) Holistic
(d) Analytic

Answer:  (d) Analytic
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Download:  On-Your-Own Next Steps 
Use the links below to view videos of teachers learning to 
establish success criteria for students and themselves.

Resource:  
O. Amador, Assoc, J., Fisher, D. & Frey, Nancy (2019). The teacher clarity 
playbook: A hands-on guide to creating learning intentions & success criteria 
for organized, effective instruction. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin

Teacher Clarity Playbook Module 4:  
Crafting Success Criteria Elementary Example
https://players.brightcove.net/268012963001/rJenILPQx_default/index.
html?videoId=ref:cwn-fisher-demo-csce-BA01190

Teacher Clarity Playbook Module 4:
Crafting Success Criteria Secondary Example
https://players.brightcove.net/268012963001/rJenILPQx_default/index.
html?videoId=5834979412001

https://players.brightcove.net/268012963001/rJenILPQx_default/index.html?videoId=ref:cwn-fisher-demo-csce-BA01190
https://players.brightcove.net/268012963001/rJenILPQx_default/index.html?videoId=5834979412001
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Tier 1 Evidence-based Practice: 

One of the best ways to improve student learning is by learning to 
use formative instructional practices accurately.   ~Dylan Wiliam
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Georgia Department of Education 
FIP Online Learning Team
Dr. Allison Timberlake
Deputy Superintendent
Assessment and Accountability
404.651.9405
atimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us

Dr. Sandy Greene
Director 
Assessment Administration
404.656.0478
sgreene@doe.k12.ga.us

Kelli Harris-Wright, Ed.S.
Assessment Specialist 
GA FIP Professional Learning
404.463.5047
kharris-wright@doe.k12.ga.us
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