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Fall 2013 GHSWT – Main Administration Writing Topic 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing Topic 131 
 
Writing Situation  
Students in several states perform community service as a graduation requirement for high 
school.  These activities include serving meals to the elderly, visiting hospitals, tutoring 
younger students, building homes for families, doing yard work, or helping at senior citizen 
centers.  At their next meeting, the school board in your district is going to vote on whether 
community service should be required for graduation. 
 
Directions for Writing  
Write a letter to convince the school board to support or reject the community service 
requirement for graduation.  Include specific details and examples to support your position.   
 
 

(Copyright © 2005 Georgia Department of Education) 
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Paper 1 (page two) 
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Annotations for Paper 1 
 
Ideas Score: 2 
The controlling idea (community service should be required for graduation) is minimally 
developed.  Supporting ideas are relevant (students already do a lot of community service, many 
students support the community service requirement, and there are many needs in the 
community).  The writer includes few details to develop these supporting ideas (e.g., “98% of 
students though it was an excellent idea”).  Notice that most of the examples in the final body 
paragraph come directly from the prompt; because the writer does not elaborate much on them, 
there is limited original student writing in this paragraph.  This paper has effective focus, but 
none of the supporting ideas are sufficiently developed.  It is an example of a high 2 in Ideas.   
 
Organization Score: 3 
The writer demonstrates sufficient control of the components of Organization.  The introduction 
is clear.  The writer groups related ideas about how students already do a lot of community 
service, and how there are many needs in the community.  Ideas within the body paragraphs 
follow a generally clear sequence, although they do not always build logically on one another.  
Some transitions link ideas in the response (e.g., “We already do,” and pronoun substitution like 
“they” for “the elderly”).  The conclusion is brief, but it provides clear closure.    
 
Style Score: 3 
Word choice is generally effective (e.g., “students thought it was an excellent idea for both the 
school and the community,” “we need to provide them with as much help as possible,” and “the 
environment will benefit from this”).  There are some lapses into simpler language, however 
(e.g., “do good at school,” “can do a lot for the community” and “a lot of people).  The caring, 
can-do-it tone is appropriate to the persuasive topic and purpose.  The writer’s voice is clear, and 
there is some variation in sentence length and structure.  Overall, the writer demonstrates 
sufficient control of the components of Style.    
  
Conventions Score: 3 
Most of the sentences in the paper are correct.  The elements of usage are generally correct, but 
there are some incorrect word forms (e.g., “A couple of kids have also went around”).  The 
elements of mechanics are generally correct, although there is an occasional misspelling (e.g., 
“deffinetly”).  Overall, there not many errors in this paper, but there is also not extensive 
evidence of control (note that the handwriting is quite large).  This paper is an example of a high 
3.     
 
 

Performance Level: Meets the Standard 
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Paper 2 
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Paper 2 (page two) 
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Annotations for Paper 2 
 
Ideas Score: 2 
The controlling idea (there should not be a community service requirement for graduation) is 
minimally developed.  Supporting ideas are relevant (students already have a lot going on in 
school, some students have after-school jobs, and some students don’t have transportation to get 
to community service events).  These supporting ideas are only partially developed with general 
details like “having to earn a certain amount of credits.”   The paper has effective focus, but there 
is not enough information in the response to provide a sense of completeness.     
 
Organization Score: 2 
The writer demonstrates minimal control of the components of Organization.  There is a clear 
introduction, and some related ideas are grouped together (students already have a lot going on in 
school, some students have after-school jobs, and some students don’t have transportation to get 
to community service events).  Because there are so few details in each paragraph, however, 
there are not many ideas to group together, limiting the evidence of control in the component.  
The same holds true for sequencing.  Some transitions link parts of the paper, but they tend to be 
simple (e.g., “Also” and “Plus”).  The conclusion is brief but clear.  This paper is an example of 
a high 2 in Organization.  If the writer had included a few more ideas in each body paragraph, 
the Organization score would likely have been higher because there would be more evidence of 
grouping and sequencing demonstrated.   
  
Style Score: 2 
Although there are some examples of effective language (e.g., “a direct means of transportation), 
word choice tends to be simple, ordinary, and repetitive (e.g., “a certain amount,” “every day 
jobs,” “this community service thing,” “meet test score requirements” / “meet community service 
requirements”).  These inconsistencies leave the tone clear in places, and flat in others.  There is 
limited sentence variety.   
     
Conventions Score: 2 
There are some correct sentences in the response, but there are also many attempts in which the 
writer loses control (e.g., the second paragraph is a single overloaded attempt).  Usage is 
generally correct, but there are also some incorrect word forms (e.g., “to much”).  Some elements 
of mechanics are correct, but there is quite a bit of missing internal punctuation (e.g., very few 
commas, “dont have,” and  “Im asking”).  Overall, the response is a mix of correct and incorrect 
examples.    
 
 

Performance Level: Does Not Meet the Standard 
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Paper 3 
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Annotations for Paper 3 
 
Ideas Score: 4 
The controlling idea (there should not be a community service requirement for graduation) is 
well developed.  Supporting ideas are relevant (students already have many responsibilities, 
some students would resent the requirement so much that they wouldn’t do a good job, and 
making it a requirement cheapens the whole notion of a charitable act).  The writer develops 
these supporting ideas with specific examples, details and elaboration (e.g., “there are exit 
exams, graduation tests, and writing exams.  To add another requirement … might be too much.  
I think it may increase the rate of failures,” and “they do it with such hatred and half do 
everything, that you would rather they did noting at all).  The first body paragraph is not 
elaborated quite as well as the second and third, but overall, the writer is consistently focused on 
the persuasive topic and purpose. 
 
Organization Score: 4 
The writer demonstrates consistent control of the components of Organization.  The introduction 
is clear and sets the stage for the development that follows.  The writer groups related ideas 
about how students already have many responsibilities, how some students would resent the 
requirement so much that they wouldn’t do a good job, and how making it a requirement 
cheapens the whole notion of a charitable act.  Most of the ideas within body paragraphs build 
logically on one another (e.g., “For those who choose to do community service on their own free 
will, it is a wonderful thing.  In doing so they realize that they have nothing to gain from 
it…”).  A variety of effective transitions link ideas within paragraphs (e.g., “To add another 
requirement,” “And when they realize,” and “In doing so”).  The conclusion is slightly repetitive, 
but it provides clear closure.   
 
Style Score: 4 
Word choice is consistently precise and effective (e.g., “flat out reject the idea,” “challenge it to 
the furthest extent,” and “when it is forced on someone and they do it begrudgingly”).  Lapses 
into less effective language are infrequent (“a wonderful thing” used twice).  The measured tone 
is appropriate to the persuasive topic and purpose, and the writer’ voice is distinctive (“No one 
likes being told what to do or how to live their own lives”).  Audience awareness is consistent 
(e.g., “does it not taint the act at all?”).  Sentences vary in length and structure.  Overall, the 
writer demonstrates consistent control of the components of style.   
 
Conventions Score: 4 
Simple, compound, and complex sentences are consistently correct.  Sentence errors are 
infrequent (e.g., “We already have to achieve a certain amount of credits, there are exit exams, 
graduation tests, and writing exams”).   Usage is consistently correct with the exception of a few 
incorrect word forms (e.g., “their are” and “this forced act of good moral”).  The elements of 
mechanics are clear and correct.  Overall, the writer demonstrates consistent control of the 
elements of Conventions.    
 
 

Performance Level: Meets the Standard 
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Annotations for Paper 4 
Ideas Score: 1 
The writer takes a position (there should not be a community service requirement for 
graduation), but development is extremely limited in this very short paper.  Control of the 
components of Ideas is not demonstrated. 
 
Organization Score: 1 
The writer announces the topic at the beginning of the response and includes a few transitions.  
The paper is too short, however, to demonstrate any control of the components of Organization. 
 
Style Score: 1 
Although there is some evidence of audience awareness in this response, it is too brief to 
demonstrate control of Style. 
  
Conventions Score: 1 
There is not enough evidence in this very brief response to demonstrate control of the 
components of Conventions. 
 
 

Performance Level: Does Not Meet the Standard 
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GHSWT Sample Papers – Fall 2013 
Page 16 of 58 

Annotations for Paper 5 
 
Ideas Score: 3 
The controlling idea (there should be a community service requirement for graduation) is 
sufficiently developed.  Supporting ideas are relevant (students can learn a great deal from 
community service, and it looks great on college applications).  The writer develops these 
supporting ideas with relevant examples and details (e.g., the personal experience about being a 
camp counselor, and “Sports, clubs, and involvement in student government are great things as 
well but when universities see a student’s ability to commit to the unnecessary it shows integrity 
and a good moral standard”).  There is not much specific information in the response leaving 
some reader concerns unaddressed (e.g., how do summer camp programs “promote spiritual and 
moral growth”?).  Overall, there is enough information in the response to provide a sense of 
completeness.  
 
Organization Score: 4 
The writer demonstrates consistent control of the components of Organization.  The introduction 
is clear and sets the stage for the development that follows.  The writer groups related ideas 
about how students can learn a great deal from community service and how it looks great on 
college applications.  Most of the ideas within body paragraphs build logically on one another 
(e.g., “During the summer, I go to Macon, GA for a month and become a cabin leader at youth 
church camps.  Being in charge of 6-12 girls for weeks at a time teaches me … so much of 
understanding, responsibility, and having compassion”).  A variety of effective transitions link 
ideas within paragraphs (e.g., “Programs like these,” “are great things as well,” and pronoun 
substitution like “it” for “community service).  A clearer transition between the body paragraphs 
would make the overall plan even more seamless.  The conclusion provides clear closure.   
 
Style Score: 4 
Word choice is consistently engaging (e.g., “promote spiritual and moral growth,” “breeds well-
rounded people and can prepare students to exit adolescence and enter adulthood,” and “truly 
reap the benefits of their efforts”).  Lapses in control of language are infrequent (e.g., “They do 
not realize the outcoming benefits”).  The writer’s voice is distinctive (“Required community 
service is a must”).  Sentences vary in length and structure.  Overall, the writer demonstrates 
consistent control of the components of Style.   
 
Conventions Score: 4 
Simple, compound, and complex sentences are consistently correct.  Lapses in sentence clarity 
are infrequent (e.g., “Responsibility foremost and many other virtues are what assist being a 
successful person”).   Usage is consistently correct with the exception of a few incorrect word 
forms (e.g., “thoughs in need”).  The elements of mechanics are clear and correct, but there is 
some missing internal punctuation (e.g., “a students ability).  Overall, the writer demonstrates 
consistent control of the elements of Conventions.    
 
 

Performance Level: Meets the Standard 
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Paper 6 
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Annotations for Paper 6 
 
Ideas Score: 3 
The controlling idea (community service should not be required for graduation) is sufficiently 
developed.  Supporting ideas are relevant (it serves a variety of interests, and it improves 
students’ self-esteem).  The writer develops these supporting ideas with relevant details (e.g., 
makes the school look good, looks great on students’ college applications, and “there is nothing 
like the warm feeling you get helping someone less fortunate then you”).  These details are not 
well elaborated leaving some reader concerns unaddressed (e.g., the writer could make a more 
explicit connection between the community service statistics among men and women and their 
sense of well-being).  Overall, the paper has effective focus and enough information to provide a 
sense of completeness.   
 
Organization Score: 3 
The writer demonstrates sufficient control of the components of Organization.  The introduction 
is clear, and the writer groups related ideas about how community service serves a variety of 
interests and improves students’ self-esteem.  Ideas within the body paragraphs follow a 
generally clear sequence, although they do not always build logically on one another.  Some 
transitions link ideas in the response (e.g., “In this club,” “why this is,” and pronoun substitution 
like “she” for “Mrs. Mathews”).  The conclusion is brief, but it provides clear closure.    
 
Style Score: 4 
Word choice is consistently effective (e.g., “We do all types of volunteer work from hurricane 
relief to after school toutering seshions with elementary students,” “Doctors are not quite sure, 
but one of the most well known theories,” and “Giving to the community is a wonderfull way to 
raise one’s self esteem”).  Lapses in control of language are infrequent (e.g., “meet and do varied 
community services together”).  The writer’s voice is distinctive (e.g., “There is nothing like the 
warm feeling you get helping someone less fortunate than you”).  Audience awareness is evident 
throughout the response (“I urge you” and “the future is in your hands”).  Sentences vary in 
length and structure.  Overall, the writer demonstrates consistent control of the components of 
Style.    
  
Conventions Score: 3 
Most of the sentences in the paper are correct.  There are slightly more errors in usage (e.g., 
some incorrect word forms like “my school Beta Club” and “less fortunate then you.”  The 
elements of mechanics are generally correct, but there are several misspellings (e.g., “varide,” 
“toutering seshions,” and selfasteam”).  Overall, the writer demonstrates sufficient control of the 
elements of Conventions.   
 
 

Performance Level: Meets the Standard 
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Paper 7 (page two) 
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Annotations for Paper 7 
 
Ideas Score: 2 
The controlling idea (there should not be a community service requirement for graduation) is 
minimally developed.  Supporting ideas are relevant (some students are not physically able to do 
community service, some students don’t have transportation, and some parents don’t approve of 
it).  These supporting ideas are only partially developed, with few details (those in wheelchairs 
may want to serve but can’t, and parents might not want their children picking up trash).   The 
paper has effective focus, but there is not enough information in the response to provide a sense 
of completeness.     
 
Organization Score: 2 
The organizing strategy is formulaic.  Twice in the introduction the writer lays out his/her 
position and three supporting ideas.  These supporting ideas, in turn, serve as the topic sentences 
of the body paragraphs.  This repetition limits the amount of control the writer demonstrates in 
the components of grouping and sequencing.  Transitions tend to be simple (e.g., “First,” 
Second,” and “Last.”).  Although the conclusion is not repetitive, it neither particularly clear nor 
a good fit for the rest of the paper (e.g., “I am not saying it wrong to everybody only to certain 
ones”).   
  
Style Score: 2 
Word choice tends to be simple, ordinary, and repetitive (e.g., “First I would like to talk about,” 
“Second I would like to talk about,” “you can not do something if they are not there,” and “So 
the parent can hurt them from graduating also”).  The writer’s voice is seldom clear (“That 
would be disappointing”).  There is limited sentence variety.  Overall, the writer demonstrates 
minimal control of the components of Style.     
     
Conventions Score: 2 
There are some correct sentences in the response, but there are also several fragments (e.g., “All 
because of some community service their were not able to do,” and the many attempts that begin 
with coordinating conjunctions like “So” and “But”).  Some elements of usage are correct, but 
there are also several errors (e.g., “what if there parent say no,” “cause you can not do something 
if they are not there,” and “Not that it matter what I say”).    The elements of mechanics are 
generally correct.  Overall, the writer demonstrates minimal control.   
 
 

Performance Level: Does Not Meet the Standard 
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Annotations for Paper 8 
 
Ideas Score: 3 
The controlling idea (community service should be required for graduation) is sufficiently 
developed.  Supporting ideas are relevant (it helps members of the community bond and helps 
beautify the community).  The writer develops these supporting ideas with relevant details (e.g., 
“The people involved socialize with one another while making their community a better place,” 
and “Community services such as Hands on Atlanta encourage the beautification of local parks, 
recreation facilities, schools, etc.).  These details are not well elaborated, but the paper has 
effective focus and enough information to provide a sense of completeness.   
 
Organization Score: 3 
This paper is an example of a high 3 in Organization.  The introduction is effective because it 
describes a problem (a community in need) that the community service requirement can address.  
Therefore, it sets the stage for the development that follows.  In the body paragraphs, the writer 
groups related ideas about how community service helps members of the community bond and 
how it helps beautify the community.  Ideas within these paragraphs follow a generally clear 
sequence: ideas in the first body paragraph are somewhat repetitive, so they don’t exactly build 
logically on one another, but ideas in the second body paragraph do build logically on one 
another.  Some transitions link ideas (e.g., “Therefore,” “In doing so,” and pronoun substitution 
like “they” for “students”).  Transitions between body paragraphs, however, are not especially 
effective.  The conclusion provides clear closure.    
 
Style Score: 4 
Word choice is consistently engaging (e.g., “Neighborhoods have been reduced to wastelands 
filled with trash and litter,” “enjoy the pleasure of helping someone else,” and “In doing so, the 
environment thrives and flourishes”).  This effective language makes the writer’s voice 
distinctive.  Sentences vary in length and structure.  Overall, the writer demonstrates consistent 
control of the components of Style.   
  
Conventions Score: 4 
Simple, compound, and complex sentences are consistently correct with the exception of a run-
on in the introduction (“All of these problems can be addressed by the community in the form of 
community service, however many people don’t get involved in these activities on their own”).  
Usage is consistently correct as are the elements of mechanics.  Overall, the writer demonstrates 
consistent control of the elements of Conventions.    
      
 

Performance Level: Meets the Standard 
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Paper 9 
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Annotations for Paper 9 
 
Ideas Score: 2 
The controlling idea (there should be a community service requirement for graduation) is 
minimally developed.  The writer introduces several supporting ideas, each an example of 
community service (e.g., visiting the elderly, tutoring younger students, and gathering donations 
for families in need).  These supporting ideas are only partially developed (e.g., with details like 
“I know I would hate to be sick and lie in a hospital bed without anyone their to give me 
company”).  Overall, there is not quite enough information in the response to provide a sense of 
completeness.   
 
Organization Score: 2 
The writer demonstrates minimal control of the components of Organization.  The introduction, 
though brief, is clear.  Because there is such limited development for each supporting idea, there 
is only limited evidence of grouping related ideas and logical sequencing (i.e., there are not many 
related ideas to group together and sequence).  Few transitions link ideas in the response; instead 
the writer often moves from one example of community service to another without a clear 
transition.  The brief conclusion provides some closure.   
  
Style Score: 3 
At first glance, this response might not appear long enough for the writer to demonstrate 
sufficient control in any domain.  Note, though, that the writer’s handwriting is relatively small, 
so the response is longer than it might appear.  Overall, the writer demonstrates sufficient control 
of the component of Style.  Word choice is generally engaging (e.g., “most young adults are not 
very active in the community,” “Visiting old people in nursing homes keeps them happy,” and 
“Gathering donations to help families in need of food, clothing, or shelter”).  The caring tone is 
appropriate to the persuasive topic and purpose, and the writer’s voice is clear.   
     
Conventions Score: 3 
Most of the sentences in the response are correct.  Usage is generally correct, but there are a few 
incorrect word forms (e.g., “to gain moral” and “without anyone their”).  Most elements of 
mechanics are correct.  Although this response is relatively brief, there is enough evidence of 
control to demonstrate a sufficient grasp of the elements of Conventions.   
 
 

Performance Level: Meets the Standard 
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Paper 10 (page two) 
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Annotations for Paper 10 
 
Ideas Score: 4 
The controlling idea (there should be a community service requirement for graduation) is well 
developed.  Supporting ideas are relevant (students can gain an understanding of what they might 
want to do for a career, and students should develop an appreciation for how good their lives 
are).  The writer develops these supporting ideas with specific examples, details and elaboration 
(e.g., “For example, a young lady may want to go to college to practice medicine.  If she began 
community service by visiting hospitals and senior centers, it would help her decide if that was 
what she wanted to spend the rest of her life doing”).  There are just a few spots where additional 
elaboration would address reader concerns (e.g., a more specific contrast between the privilege 
students enjoy and the needs of the people the students would serve).  Overall, though, the writer 
is consistently focused on the persuasive topic and purpose.   
 
Organization Score: 4 
The writer demonstrates consistent control of the components of Organization.  The introduction 
is clear and sets the stage for the development that follows.  The writer groups related ideas 
about how community service can give students career insights and help students develop an 
appreciation for how good their lives are.  Most of the ideas within body paragraphs build 
logically on one another (e.g., “Many people in our community believe that teenagers are 
worthless and do no good.  It is a common belief that teenagers just like to have fun and 
party”).  A variety of effective transitions link ideas within paragraphs (e.g., “If community 
service was required,” “For example,” and “Although this is true).  A clearer transition between 
the body paragraphs would make the overall plan even more seamless.  The conclusion is 
somewhat repetitive, but it provides clear closure.   
 
Style Score: 4 
Word choice is consistently engaging (e.g., “without ever lifting a finger to help those in need,” 
“Most of us don’t realize how fortunate we are to have food, good health, and a shelter over our 
heads,” and “Hopefully we would realize how lucky we are to be able to rake our own leaves and 
have a place to sleep”).  This effective language leads to a distinctive voice.  Sentences vary in 
length and structure.  Lapses in control of language are infrequent (e.g., “Many are still 
pondering through their thoughts”).  Overall, the writer demonstrates consistent control of the 
components of Style.   
 
Conventions Score: 5 
Simple, compound, and complex sentences are consistently clear and correct.  Usage is 
consistently correct.  The elements of mechanics are clear and correct with the exception of a 
few misspellings (e.g., “tendancy”).  Overall, the writer demonstrates full command of the 
elements of Conventions.   
 
 

Performance Level: Exceeds the Standard 
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Paper 11 
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Annotations for Paper 11 
 
Ideas Score: 3 
The controlling idea (community service should not be required for graduation) is sufficiently 
developed.  Supporting ideas are relevant (while it can be of benefit to the community, it is not 
right for the government, i.e. the school system, to force the requirement upon students).  The 
writer develops these supporting ideas with relevant details (e.g., education should be more about 
fact than opinion, and the idea of this requirement is based on the school system’s opinion of 
what it best for students, and “Just because the district can do something, doesn’t mean it 
should”).  These details are not well elaborated, but the paper has effective focus and enough 
information to provide a sense of completeness.   
 
Organization Score: 4 
It is somewhat rare for a paper of such relative brevity to demonstrate consistent control in 
Organization, but this paper is a case in point.  The introduction pulls the reader in by 
immediately identifying a problem with the proposed requirement.  There is just one paragraph 
in the body of the essay, but in it, related ideas about the problems of government coercion are 
grouped together.  A particular strength of the paper is its sequencing.  Essentially all of the ideas 
in the paper build on one another, from introduction to conclusion (e.g., “Holding a position of 
power, no matter how small or large, is accompanied with responsibility.  Just because the 
district can do something, doesn’t mean it should”).  The writer uses a variety of effective 
transitions (e.g., “Some of these fabrications,” “Lately, however,” and “If this is true”).  The 
conclusion provides an effective summary of the writer’s position without repetition.      
 
Style Score: 4 
Again, it is somewhat rare for a paper of this length to demonstrate consistent control in Style, 
but this writer succeeds in doing so.  Word choice is consistently precise and effective (e.g., 
“Some of these fabrications are filtered down to state governments,” “expunge certain rights,” 
and “one would be inclined to ask where they get off attacking young and vulnerable minds with 
their propaganda”).  This effective language creates an authoritative tone and a distinctive voice.  
Sentences vary in length and structure.  It is consistently clear that the writer is aware of his/her 
audience.   
  
Conventions Score: 4 
Simple, compound, and complex sentences are consistently correct.  Usage is consistently 
correct, with the exception of an occasional missing word (e.g., “irrelevant to high school 
curriculum”).  The elements of mechanics are clear and correct.  Overall, the writer demonstrates 
consistent control of the elements of Conventions.    
 
 

Performance Level: Meets the Standard 
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Paper 12 (page two) 
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Annotations for Paper 12 
 
Ideas Score: 5 
The controlling idea (the community service requirement should be incorporated into the school 
day) is fully developed.  Supporting ideas are relevant (students already have cramped schedules, 
and 200 hours of community service is difficult to fit in).  The writer develops these supporting 
ideas with specific examples, details, and elaboration (e.g., the example of coming home after 
“rigorous track practice” only to face a community service requirement; the breakdown of 200 
community service hours to approximately 1.2 hours/week, which is difficult to manage).  This 
specific development sets up the writer’s solution: “If schools took one day out of every month 
or every other month to do community service, they could accomplish a lot and it wouldn’t 
overwhelm the students.”  The information in the response addresses a variety of reader concerns 
and perspectives.       
 
Organization Score: 5 
The overall plan (problem/solution) is effectively executed and appropriate to the persuasive 
topic and purpose.  The introduction clearly sets the stage for the development that follows.  The 
writer groups related ideas about cramped schedules, the difficulty of getting 200 hours of 
community service accomplished, and a proposed solution.  The body paragraphs and ideas 
within them follow a logical sequence.  A variety of effective transitions link all parts of the 
paper (e.g., “or so I thought,” “In order to stay on target,” and pronoun substitution like “they” 
for “students”).  The conclusion provides an effective summary.  Overall, the writer 
demonstrates a full command of the components of Organization.   
 
Style Score: 5 
The writer uses a variety of carefully crafted phrases to engage the audience (e.g., “It’s just too 
difficult to reasonably balance community service with all my school activities,” “the weekends 
are packed full of family activities and other engagements,” and “When one goes to school one 
goes to get an education, not to be forced to do community service”).  This effective word choice 
contributes to a distinctive voice.  Sentences vary in length and structure.  Control of language is 
sustained throughout the response.     
 
Conventions Score: 5 
A variety of simple, compound, and complex sentences are consistently clear and correct, with 
appropriate end punctuation.  The elements of usage and mechanics are consistently correct.  
There are very few errors in these components (“Todays high school students” and “When I 
finally thought I was free ... I realize I have to”.  These minor errors are vastly outweighed by 
correct instances.  Overall, the writer demonstrates full command of the elements of 
Conventions.   
 
 

Performance Level: Exceeds the Standard 
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Paper 13 (page two) 
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Annotations for Paper 13 
 
Ideas Score: 3  
The controlling idea (community service should not be required for graduation) is sufficiently 
developed.  Supporting ideas are relevant (students already have a lot going on, and, in their 
limited free time, students should be able to do what they want).  The writer develops these 
supporting ideas with relevant details (e.g., “Every day after school I go to work at the mall and 
work from three o’clock to nine o’clock at night,” and “I dont think that after a long and hard 
work and school week I should be made to go and clean somebodies yard or take care of them).  
The examples and details are specific, but they are not well elaborated.  Overall, there is enough 
information in the response to provide a sense of completeness.        
 
Organization Score: 3 
The writer demonstrates sufficient control of the components of Organization.  The introduction 
is clear.  The writer groups related ideas about how students already have a lot going on, and, in 
their limited free time, students should be able to do what they want.  Ideas within the body 
paragraphs build logically on one another (e.g., “After I get home and take a shower I have to do 
all of my homework for the next day.  I get to bed around eleven-thirty p.m. and then get up at 
five-thirty a.m.”).  Some transitions link ideas in the response (e.g., “After I get home,” “As you 
can see,” and “On the weekends”). The conclusion provides clear closure.  This paper has 
characteristics of higher score points in Organization (e.g., logical sequencing), but it is 
relatively limited in terms of evidence.  Notice how the writer skips lines.  This level of control 
over a longer sample of writing would likely result in a higher score. 
 
Style Score: 3  
Word choice is generally effective (e.g., “As you can see my weekdays are cramed,” “I consider 
it my time to rest and maybe catch up on my homework,” and “I hope you take them to heart 
when voting”).  This effective word choice demonstrates clear audience awareness and gives the 
reader a sense of the writer’s voice.  There are not many lapses into simple or uncontrolled 
language, but this response is relatively limited in terms of evidence.  Overall, the writer 
demonstrates sufficient control of the components of Style.    
     
Conventions Score: 3 
Most of the sentences in the paper are correct.  There are a few sentences that begin with 
coordinating conjunctions (e.g., “So” and “But”), so these are technically fragments.  The 
elements of usage are generally correct, although there are some incorrect word forms (e.g., 
“your asking us” and “somebodies yard”).  The elements of mechanics are generally correct, but 
there is some missing internal punctuation (e.g., “dont think”).  Overall, the writer demonstrates 
sufficient control of the elements of Conventions.   
 
 

Performance Level: Meets the Standard 
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Annotations for Paper 14 
 
Ideas Score: 4 
The controlling idea (there should not be a community service requirement for graduation) is 
well developed.  Supporting ideas are relevant (some students have jobs, many students 
participate in sports or clubs after school, and the weekends are usually booked as well).  The 
writer develops these supporting ideas with specific examples, details and elaboration (e.g., “As 
new items and gadgets are released, more and more kids want the new hot item, but their parents 
can’t or won’t pay for it.  To have extra money to be able to pay for what they want without the 
help of parents, students get jobs”).  There are just a few spots where additional elaboration 
would address reader concerns (e.g., there are many examples in the final body paragraph (about 
weekend activity), but little elaboration on how time consuming these activities are).  Overall, 
the writer is consistently focused on the persuasive topic and purpose.   
 
Organization Score: 4 
The writer demonstrates consistent control of the components of Organization.  The introduction 
is clear and sets the stage for the development that follows.  The writer groups related ideas 
about how some students have jobs, many students participate in sports or clubs after school, and 
the weekends are usually booked.  Most of the ideas within body paragraphs build logically on 
one another (e.g., “There are nine hours in the school day, from 7:30 am … until 3:30 pm when 
the bus has to take the students home.  Not all the students ride home on the bus.  Many 
students stay after for clubs, sports, and to help their teachers”).  A variety of transitions link 
ideas (e.g., “whatever it is,” “This only leaves,” and pronoun substitution like “they” for 
“students”).  The conclusion is brief, but it provides clear closure.   
 
Style Score: 4 
Word choice is consistently effective (e.g., “the new hot item,” “learning to balance their work 
life and their home and school life,” “around-the-house chores”).  This effective language leads 
to a distinctive voice.  Sentences vary in length and structure.  Lapses in control of language are 
infrequent (e.g., “This only leaves about three to six hours of daylight left in which they have to 
do homework with”).  Overall, the writer demonstrates consistent control of the components of 
style.    
  
Conventions Score: 4 
Simple, compound, and complex sentences are consistently clear and correct with appropriate 
end punctuation.  Few sentences lack clarity (e.g. “When kids, who haven’t had any experience 
to the working world balance a job, community service, and school, not to mention if they have 
an after school activity, things can become very stressful”).  The elements of usage and 
mechanics are consistently correct.  There are few errors in these components (e.g., “wont pay 
for it” and some misspellings like “realeased” and “untill”).  Errors are minor and do not 
interfere with meaning.  Overall, the writer demonstrates consistent control of the elements of 
Conventions.   

 
 

Performance Level: Meets the Standard 
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Annotations for Paper 15 
 
Ideas Score: 2 
The controlling idea (there should be a community service requirement for graduation) is 
minimally developed.  There is essentially one supporting idea (teaches students responsibility).  
Development for this supporting idea is limited (e.g., helping others with cooking, cleaning, and 
childcare makes the students more responsible).   Overall, there is not enough information in the 
response to provide a sense of completeness.     
 
Organization Score: 2 
The writer demonstrates minimal control of the components of Organization.  The introduction is 
brief but clear.  Because the response is so brief, there is only limited evidence of grouping, 
sequencing, and transitions (e.g., “Every student in the United States have to grow up and have 
responability on their own.  Why not start now”).  The conclusion is brief, but it provides 
some closure.   
  
Style Score: 2 
There is some sense of the writer’s voice (e.g., “why not start now”), in addition to some 
audience awareness (e.g., “I want to thank you for taking your time … and reading my letter”).  
The caring tone is appropriate (e.g., “When it all comes down, community service is teaching 
you how to have responabilitys on you own, and giving back to the community”).  On the other 
hand, there are some issues with control of language (e.g., “I think it’s a good ideal”), and 
because the sample of writing is so brief, there is only limited evidence of control the 
components of style.   
     
Conventions Score: 2 
There are some correct sentences in the paper, but there are also errors (e.g., “Not just for the 
reason of giving back to the community, also for the reason of learning responability”).  There 
are quite a few usage errors (e.g., “Every student … have to grow up,” “they would all ready no 
what the world is like,” and “on you own”).  Some elements of mechanics are correct, but there 
are misspellings (e.g., “responability”).  Overall, the writer demonstrates minimal control of the 
elements of Conventions.  

 
 

Performance Level: Does Not Meet the Standard 
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Annotations for Paper 16 
 
Ideas Score: 5 
The controlling idea (there should not be a community service requirement for graduation) is well 
developed.  Supporting ideas are relevant (students are already involved in many activities; examples 
of this from the writer’s life; high school should be about academic learning).  The writer develops 
these supporting ideas with specific examples, details and elaboration (e.g., “Around here … football 
is a year-round sport.  Our football team often does community service, and we aren’t even required 
to,” and “there could be less time for studying.  This could possibly put America behind in our 
attempt to stay competitive”).  The writer creates depth of development in a unique way.  For 
instance, in the third paragraph, the writer cites several specific examples of activities and 
responsibilities he juggles.  Although the writer does not elaborate extensively on any of these, the 
sheer breadth of the schedule he describes clearly underscores that he has no time for community 
service.   In total, the response contains extensive information that addresses several reader concerns.   
 
Organization Score: 4 
The writer demonstrates consistent control of the components of Organization.  The introduction is 
clear and sets the stage for the development that follows.  The writer groups related ideas about how 
students are already involved in many activities, and how high school should be about academic 
learning.  Most of the ideas within body paragraphs build logically on one another (e.g., “It seems to 
me that there are plenty of places to volunteer for community service.  Some people, though, either 
do not want to do community service or cannot do community service because of their jobs”).  A 
variety of transitions link ideas (e.g., “Some people, though,” “This could possibly put,” and pronoun 
substitution like “we” for “our football team”).  There are some places where transitions are lacking 
(e.g., in the second body paragraph, the writer moves abruptly from a discussion of peer leadership 
group to having to do yard work).  The conclusion provides effective closure.   
 
Style Score: 4 
Word choice is consistently effective (e.g., “the courses I take are extremely rigorous,” “I have my 
own yard to attend to,” and “This could possibly put America behind in our attempt to stay 
competitive”).  This effective language leads to a distinctive voice.  Sentences vary in length and 
structure.  Lapses into simpler, repetitive language are infrequent (e.g., “have very little time for 
other things” and “I have many other things”).  Overall, the writer demonstrates consistent control of 
the components of Style.    
  
Conventions Score: 5 
Simple, compound, and complex sentences are consistently clear and correct, with appropriate end 
punctuation.  The elements of usage and mechanics are consistently correct.  Errors in the response 
are very infrequent and do not interfere with meaning.  Overall, the writer demonstrates a full 
command of the elements of Conventions.   
 
 

Performance Level: Exceeds the Standard 
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Annotations for Paper - 17 
 
Ideas Score: 3 
The controlling idea (community service should not be required for graduation) is sufficiently 
developed.  Supporting ideas are relevant (students have many activities, adding another could 
affect students negatively, and students should have a choice in the matter).  The writer develops 
these supporting ideas with relevant details (e.g., “We have to take 6 classes and it takes a lot of 
work to pass the classes,” and “There would also be a lot of people who wouldn’t be able to 
work after school because they would be doing community service”).  These details are not well 
elaborated, but there is enough information to provide a sense of completeness.   
 
Organization Score: 3 
There are formulaic elements to the overall plan (e.g., the introduction outlines the position and 
supporting ideas, the transitions between body paragraphs are ordinal, and the conclusion is 
repetition).  However, in the body of the essay, the student demonstrates effective control of 
grouping, and the sequencing tends to be logical (e.g., “First of all, in school we have to do a lot 
of things just to graduate.  Weather we are in college prep or career tech, we all have to get a 
certain amount of credit”).  Transitions within the body paragraphs are effective (e.g., “Weather 
we are,” “After school,” and “which means that”).  This paper doesn’t have as much repetition in 
the body of the essay as formulaic essays; therefore, the writer is able to demonstrate more 
control.    
 
Style Score: 3 
Word choice is generally effective (e.g., “students might react negatively,” “Weather we are in 
college prep or career tech,” and “there is absolutely no reason to make community service a 
requirement for graduation”).  There are some lapses into simpler language, however (e.g., “we 
have to do a lot of things,” “it takes a lot of work” and “There will also be a lot of people”).  The 
writer’s voice is clear, and there is some variation in sentence length and structure.  Overall, the 
writer demonstrates sufficient control of the components of Style.    
  
Conventions Score: 3 
Most of the sentences in the paper are correct, but there are some sentences that begin with the 
coordinating conjunction “so”; these are technically fragments.  The elements of usage are 
generally correct, but there are some incorrect word forms (e.g., “To much and Weather we 
are”).  The elements of mechanics are generally correct.  Overall, there are not many errors in 
this paper, but there is not extensive evidence of control.  This paper is an example of a high 3.     
 
 

Performance Level: Meets the Standard 
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Annotations for Paper 18 
 
Ideas Score: 3 
The controlling idea (community service should be required for graduation) is sufficiently 
developed.  Supporting ideas are relevant (gives students morals, gives students a window into 
career options, and helps students see what is going on in the community).  The writer develops 
these supporting ideas with relevant details (e.g., “It helps students to have respect for the elderly 
in our community,” and “If a student plans to stay in the community they know of some good 
honest jobs to consider”).  The development is not consistently specific, leaving some reader 
concerns unaddressed (e.g., how does community service help students have respect for the 
elderly?). Overall, there is enough information to provide a sense of completeness.   
 
Organization Score: 3 
The writer demonstrates sufficient control of the components of Organization.  The introduction 
is clear, and the writer groups related ideas about how community service gives students morals, 
gives students a window into career options, and helps students see what is going on in the 
community.  Ideas follow a generally clear sequence, but they do not necessarily build logically 
on one another, as they would in higher score points.  Some transitions link ideas in the response 
(e.g., “It can even” and “This helps the students”).  The conclusion provides effective closure.   
 
Style Score: 3 
Word choice is generally effective (e.g., “It should have been enacted a long time ago,” “It can 
even give them respect for those less fortunate,” and “help them develop an opinion”).  There are 
some lapses into simpler, repetitive language, however (e.g., “good carrer choices,” “good and 
bad side of the community,” “what is going on in the community,” and “problems in the 
community”).  The writer’s voice is clear, and there is some variation in sentence length and 
structure.  Overall, the writer demonstrates sufficient control of the components of Style.    
  
Conventions Score: 4 
Simple, compound, and complex sentences are consistently correct, with appropriate end 
punctuation.  Usage is consistently correct.  Most elements of mechanics are correct, though 
there are some missing commas after introductory clauses, in addition to an occasional 
misspelling (e.g., “carrer”).  Overall, the writer demonstrates sufficient control of the elements of 
Conventions.      
 
 

Performance Level: Meets the Standard 
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Annotations for Paper 19 
 
Ideas Score: 2 
The controlling idea (there should not be a community service requirement for graduation) is 
minimally developed.  Supporting ideas are relevant (students have a lot going on; questioning 
the rationale for this requirement).  Development for these supporting ideas is limited (e.g., jobs; 
tests; “Is [the idea] … to get students more involved with something outside of school”?).   The 
response has effective focus, but there is not enough information to provide a sense of 
completeness.     
 
Organization Score: 3 
The writer demonstrates sufficient control of the components of Organization.  The introduction 
is clear and lays out the writer’s rationale for opposing the community service requirement.  In 
the single body paragraph, related ideas are grouped together: they are all about questioning the 
rationale of the community service requirement.  Ideas in the response follow a generally clear 
sequence, and some transitions link ideas (e.g., “Is it to get,” “Or is it directed more toward,” and 
“Once again”).  The conclusion is repetitive, but it provides some closure.     
  
Style Score: 3 
Word choice is generally effective (e.g., “so much is already put on them to graduate,” “get a 
dose of the real world,” and “if it is directed toward”).  There are, however, some lapses into 
simpler, somewhat repetitive language (e.g., “a good thing” and the phrase “extracurricular 
activities” is used multiple time).  The rhetorical questions show clear audience awareness (e.g., 
“what are the extracurricular activities for[?]).  There is some sentence variety.  Overall, the 
writer demonstrates sufficient control of the components of Style.   
     
Conventions Score: 2 
The writer demonstrates minimal control of the elements of Conventions.  There are some 
correct sentences in the paper, but there are also several run-ons (e.g., “Is it to get students more 
involved with something outside of school, if that is the case, then I also ask you what are the 
extracurricular activities for…”).  The elements of usage are generally correct with the exception 
of some incorrect word forms (e.g., “some student may have a job and so much is already put on 
them”).  Control of the elements of mechanics is mixed: formatting and spelling are generally 
correct, but several commas are used where periods (or semi-colons) should have been used.  
Therefore, the writer’s control of internal punctuation is limited.   
 
 

Performance Level: Meets the Standard 
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Annotations for Paper 20 
 
Ideas Score: 3 
The controlling idea (there should be a community service requirement for graduation) is sufficiently 
developed.  Supporting ideas are relevant (helps students meet different kinds of people, volunteering 
boosts students’ self-esteem, and the community benefits).  The writer develops these supporting 
ideas with relevant details and elaboration (e.g., “It should also teach a student how to interact with 
new surroundings and people, because life after high school is different,” and “The best thing the 
community could receive from someone is their free labor”).  The response does not contain many 
specific examples, leaving some reader concerns unaddressed (e.g., what, specifically, does the 
writer have in mind when he/she says “a lot of the little things that make the community so 
wonderful will not be payed for to get done”)?  Overall, there is enough information in the response 
to provide a sense of completeness. 
 
Organization Score: 4 
The writer demonstrates consistent control of the components of Organization.  The introduction is 
clear and sets the stage for the development that follows.  The writer groups related ideas about how 
community service helps students meet different kinds of people, boosts students’ self-esteem, and 
benefits the community.  Most of the ideas within body paragraphs build logically on one another 
(e.g., “Many people think that community service is for the community.  This is true, but it is also 
for the volunteers.  It boosts their self-esteem”).  A variety of transitions link ideas (e.g., “will 
easily adjust to this change,” “This is why people say,” and pronoun substitution like “they” for 
“students”).  There is some repetition in the conclusion, but it provides clear closure.   
 
Style Score: 4 
Word choice is consistently effective (e.g., “a life of regret and loneliness,” “boosts their self-
esteem,” and “being open to new ideas and customs”).  This effective language leads to a distinctive 
voice.  Sentences vary in length and structure.  Lapses into simpler, repetitive language are 
infrequent (e.g., “it will help out the community” and “It would also help out the community”).  
Overall, the writer demonstrates consistent control of the components of Style.    
  
Conventions Score: 4 
Simple, compound, and complex sentences are consistently clear and correct with appropriate end 
punctuation.  The elements of usage and mechanics are consistently correct as well.  Errors in these 
components are minor and do not interfere with meaning (e.g., pronoun/antecedent disagreement like 
“a student’s life /they” and misspellings like “payed”).  In all components of Conventions, the writer 
shows control in a variety of contexts.    
 
 

Performance Level: Meets the Standard 
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Score Key – 2013 GHSWT Sample Papers 
 

Paper # Ideas Org. Style Conv. Performance Level 

1 2 3 3 3 Meets the Standard 

2 2 2 2 2 Does Not Meet the Standard 

3 4 4 4 4 Meets the Standard 

4 1 1 1 1 Does Not Meet the Standard 

5 3 4 4 4 Meets the Standard 

6 3 3 4 4 Meets the Standard 

7 2 2 2 2 Does Not Meet the Standard 

8 3 3 4 4 Meets the Standard 

9 2 2 3 3 Meets the Standard 

10 4 4 4 5 Exceeds the Standard 

11 3 4 4 4 Meets the Standard 

12 5 5 5 5 Exceeds the Standard 

13 3 3 3 3 Meets the Standard 

14 4 4 4 4 Meets the Standard 

15 2 2 2 2 Does Not Meet the Standard 

16 5 4 4 5 Exceeds the Standard 

17 3 3 3 3 Meets the Standard 

18 3 3 3 4 Meets the Standard 

19 2 3 3 2 Meets the Standard 

20 3 4 4 4 Meets the Standard 

 
 

 


