
12/2/2016

1

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

What School Counselors 
Need to Know about 

Special Education and 
Students with Disabilities

Maria Grovner
K. Elise James

12/2/2016 2

Revised and includes information 
on postsecondary scholarships 

for SWD

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Understanding 
Special Education

• Special Education Rules:

• http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-
Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/default.aspx

• Student Success: Imagine the Possibilities:

• http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-
Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/SSIP-.aspx

• Special Education Day: December 2 
• Activities for Students:  Meet the Counselor, Check-in
• Activities for Teachers: Provide them with resources
• Activities for Parents: Provide them with resources, Meet the School Counselor
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IDEA Eligibility

• Autism

• Deaf-blind

• Emotional & Behavioral  
Disorder

• Hard of Hearing/ 
Hearing Impaired

• Significant 
Developmental Delay

• Intellectual Disabilities

• Orthopedic Impairments

• Other Health Impairment

• Speech and Language 
Impairment

• Traumatic Brain Injury

• Vision Impairment 

• Specific Learning Disability
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Ways to Support your 
SWD

• Providing school counseling curriculum lessons, individual 
and/or group counseling to students with special needs 
within the scope of the comprehensive school counseling 
program 

• Providing short-term, goal-focused counseling in instances 
where it is appropriate to include these strategies as a part 
of the IEP

• Encouraging family involvement in the educational process 

• Consulting and collaborating with staff and families to 
understand the special needs of a student and 
understanding the adaptations and modifications needed 
to assist the student
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Ways to Support your 
SWD (cont.)

• Advocating for students with special needs in the school
and in the community

• Contributing to the school’s multidisciplinary team within the 
scope and practice of the comprehensive school counseling 
program to identify students who may need to be assessed to 
determine special education 

• Collaborating with other related student support professionals 
(e.g., school psychologists, physical therapists, occupational 
therapists, special education staff, speech and language 
pathologists) in the delivery of services 

• Providing assistance with developing academic, transition and 
postsecondary plans for students with IEP’s as appropriate
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That’s Not My 
Responsibility…

• Making singular decisions regarding placement or retention 

• Serving in any supervisory capacity related to the 
implementation of the IDEA 

• Serving as the school district representative for the team 
writing the IEP 

• Coordinating, writing or supervising the implementation of 
the IEP 

• Providing long-term therapy (That’s why we have the 
opportunity to provide referrals.)
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Comprehensive Counseling 
Program & SWD…

Direct Services
• School Counseling Curriculum 

• Instruction & Group Activities 
• Core Curriculum Lessons

• Resource Classes
• Specialized Topics

• Individual Student Planning 
• Appraisal and Advisement 

• Setting personal and future goals 
(graduation)

• Postsecondary Planning (courses)
• Assessing Strengths, interests, 

skills, and abilities
• Monitoring strengths and 

challenges.
• Reviewing test scores

• Responsive Services 
• Individual & Small Group 

Counseling
• Relationships

• Personal Concerns 

• Developmental Tasks

• Affective Skills
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Comprehensive Counseling 
Program & SWD…
Indirect Services

Referrals
• Compile referral resources to 

utilize with students, staff and 
families to effectively address 
issues 

• Develop a list of community 
agencies and service providers 
for student referrals 

• Suggestions by Domain:
• ACADEMIC: Tutoring
• CAREER: College Planning 

Websites
• SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL: 

Community Agencies

• Business and Industry 

• Physical Health 

• Community based mental health 
agencies 

• After-school/Educational services 

Consultation

• Understanding School 
Services

• Understanding 
Disabilities

• Supporting Behavior 
Plans

• Developmental 
Considerations
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• Multidisciplinary 
Team

• Transition 
Activities

• Mentoring/Peer 
Counseling 
Programs (Buddy 
Club)

Collaboration
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Sample Counseling 
Goals for SWD

• Increase Attendance

• Comply with 
school/classroom rules

• Interact appropriately 
with peers and/or 
adults

• Identify motivation 
behind behavior

• Improve academic 
performance

• Demonstrate attention 
to tasks and task effort

• Exhibit appropriate 
verbal behavior

• Manage anger

• Address errors in 
thinking

• Behave in socially 
appropriate ways
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School Counselor’s 
Role

• Advocacy (FOUNDATION)

• Transition planning (DELIVERY: 
DIRECT AND INDIRECT SERVICES)

• Behavior modification 
(MANAGEMENT/DELIVERY/
ACCOUNTABILITY)

• Collaborating with  parents 
(DELIVERY: INDIRECT 
SERVICES)

• Making referrals to specialists 
(DELIVERY: INDIRECT 
SERVICES)

• Improving self-esteem 
(DELIVERY: DIRECT 
SERVICES)

• Working as part of the school 
multidisciplinary team 
(DELIVERY: 
COLLABORATION)

• Teaching social skills 
(DELIVERY: DIRECT 
SERVICES)

• Serving as consultants to 
parents and school staff 
(DELIVERY: INDIRECT 
SERVICES)
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School Counselor & 
Promoting Positive School 

Behavior

Role of the School Counselor

• Understanding behavior issues 
of students with disabilities

• Providing behavior interventions 
to students

• Support for general education 
teachers in managing classroom 
behaviors

• Additional Handout:  
Exceptionality Characteristics 
and School Counseling Program 
Support

Behavior Intervention 
Resources

• Teacher Behavioral 
Strategies: A Menu

• Behavioral Interventions

• PBIS by Behaviors

• PBIS Tier 1 Interventions

• PBIS Tier 2 Interventions

• PBIS Tier 3 Interventions
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School Counselor & 
Providing Transition 

Services for SWD
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Resource for postsecondary planningSupport for students & parents with transitions

Advocacy for students and parents in 
accessing appropriate school &

community resources

http://www.interventioncentral.org/behavioral-interventions/challenging-students/teacher-behavioral-strategies-menu
http://www.interventioncentral.org/behavioral-intervention-modification
http://www.pbisworld.com/
http://www.pbisworld.com/tier-1/
http://www.pbisworld.com/tier-2/
http://www.pbisworld.com/tier-2/
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Transition Activities

• Help students develop self-awareness (interests, skills, abilities) 

in an effort to help develop self-advocacy skills

• Social skills

• Organizational skills

• Study Skills

• Affective Skills

• Meeting of the Minds (IEP Meeting for 5th Grade)

• Supports

• Instructional Strategies

• Extracurricular Activities

• Student Preferences

• Transition Activities
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Transition Planning and 
Best Practices:

Priorities for 2016-2017

• Increased knowledge and understanding of:
• Career Clusters and Pathways

• Move on When Ready

• Strategies to integrate the increased knowledge of 
MOWR and Career Pathways to impact every IEP 
meeting

• Meaningful annual goals in transition plans to lead 
to intentional, incremental steps to reach the 
student’s post-secondary goal
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Priorities for 2016-2017

• Transition plans should not be 
developed in isolation but as a 
part of the IEP meeting

• Increase student and parental 
involvement in the planning 
and meeting process

• Assistive technology must be 
considered and integrated to 
support students

• Transition planning must 
begin early 
• Emphasis on  middle school

• Essential partners are GVRA 
and school counselors 
• Must be true partners in our 

work beginning in middle 
school and each step along the 
continuum  

• Utilize the Individual 
Graduation Plan in the IEP 
meeting

• Collaborate rather than 
duplicate career assessments
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The Postsecondary 
Transition

Tasks

• College Entrance Exams
• College Board
• ACT

• Understanding services available 
at the college level

• To disclose or not disclose

• Recommendation Letters
• The Right Fit

• Occupational Readiness

• Self-Advocacy Skills

Resources

• Students With Disabilities Preparing for 
Postsecondary Education: Know Your Rights & 
Responsibilities (US DOE)

• Transition of SWD to Postsecondary Education:  
A Guide for High School Educators (US DOE)

• Starting and Keeping your Child on a Path to 
Graduation (GaDOE)

• Pre-School Elem Middle High

• PACER’s Postsecondary Education Resources

• National Technical Assistance Center on 
Transition
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Career Interest & Self-Awareness Surveys, Work 

Readiness Courses, Résumé & Portfolio Creation, 

Mock Job Interviews & Interview Skills, Job 

Coaching, Career Pathways, Workbased Learning, 

Community-Based Mentorships & Internships

https://www.collegeboard.org/students-with-disabilities?excmpid=VT-00009
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/accommodations.html
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/transition.html
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/transitionguide.html
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Documents/Parent Fact Sheets/New Fact Sheets 5-16/Pre-School final.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Documents/Parent Fact Sheets/New Fact Sheets 5-16/Elementary School final.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Documents/Parent Fact Sheets/New Fact Sheets 5-16/Middle School final.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Documents/Parent Fact Sheets/New Fact Sheets 5-16/High School final.pdf
http://www.pacer.org/transition/learning-center/postsecondary/
http://www.transitionta.org/
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College Fair 
Specifically for SWD

• Purpose: Help find schools that best suit a student’s 
individual needs and open to educators, students & parents

• Difference: The participating colleges will send reps who can 
provide specific information regarding accommodations

• Informational Sessions: Navigating GAfutures and Exploring 
Financial Options; Accessing Accommodations at the Post-
Secondary Level; Preparing for College & Organizing Your 
College Search; Opportunities Available After High School
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Resources on hosting a college fair for SWD:

•Gwinnett County Public Schools

• Choices
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CCRPI Career Related 
Activities for SWD

Career Awareness & 
Career Portfolio

• Modify, modify, modify

• Flexibility

• Exposure to careers

IGP & IEP

• Counselor offers IEP team 
unique perspective on 
the relationship of the 
IGP and IEP 

• Supports 
accommodations 
discussion to be sure 
there is a good match

• Provides key 
postsecondary 
information and advice.
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http://rcld.uga.edu/outreacheducation
https://www.google.com/webhp?sourceid=chrome-instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8#q=gwinnett%20county%20college%20fair%20for%20students%20with%20disabilities
http://postsecondarychoices.org/CHOICES_2013.html
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• High Demand Career Initiative Spotlight: Film, Music, Digital Entertainment 
Dec. 7, 2016, 11:00 AM Register 

• Model Comprehensive School Counseling Program: Accountability
Dec. 7, 2016, 1:00 PM Register

• Helping to Improve the School Climate Score for Your School 
Dec. 13, 2016, 1:00 PM Register 

• High Demand Career Initiative Spotlight: Healthcare Sector
Dec. 14, 2016, 1:00 PM Register

December Webinars
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Follow Us on Twitter @gadoecounselors 21

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1730688853151866371
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7406350282768145923
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7798023812372634883
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5297749764750223619
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Links for Scholarships for 
Students with Disabilities

• http://www.collegescholarships.org/disabilities.htm

• http://www.affordablecollegesonline.org/college-resource-
center/affordable-colleges-for-students-with-disabilities/

• https://www.disability.gov/scholarships-specifically-
students-disabilities/

• http://www.bestcolleges.com/financial-aid/disabled-
students/
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Additional Scholarships
for SWD

• http://www.aahd.us/initiatives/scholarship-program/

• https://www.abbviecfscholarship.com/

• http://albuquerquefoundation.org/robby-baker-memorial-
scholarship.aspx

• https://www.agbell.org/Tertiary.aspx?id=1231

• http://www.ncld.org/scholarships-and-awards/#scholarship-318

• http://acb.org/scholarship/

• http://www.baxaltahematology.com/us/bleeding-disorders-
info/education-advantage.html

• http://www.candicessicklecellfund.org/scholarships/

• http://chasa.org/we-can-help/college-scholarships/
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