
AP English Literature 
Unit 2: Entrapment and Escape 
Assessment 1: AP Exam Free-Response Question 3 
Thematic Analysis of No Exit 
 
 

1. An effective literary work does not merely stop or cease; it concludes. In the view of some critics, a work that 

does not provide the pleasure of significant closure has terminated with an artistic fault. A satisfactory ending 
is not, however, always conclusive in every sense; significant closure may require the reader to abide with or 
adjust to ambiguity and uncertainty. In an essay, discuss the ending of a novel or play of acknowledged 
literary merit. Explain precisely how and why the ending appropriately or inappropriately concludes the work. 
Do not merely summarize the plot. 
 
 

 
 

2. In The Writing of Fiction (1925), novelist Edith Wharton states the following. 
At every stage in the progress of his tale the novelist must rely on what may be called the illuminating 
incident to reveal and emphasize the inner meaning of each situation.  Illuminating incidents are the 

magic casements of fiction, its vistas on infinity. 
Choose a novel or play that you have studied and write a well-organized essay in which you describe an 

“illuminating” episode or moment and explain how it functions as a “casement,” a window that opens onto the 
meaning of the work as a whole.  Avoid mere plot summary. 

 
 
 
 

3. A symbol is an object, action, or event that represents something or that creates a range of associations 
beyond itself. In literary works a symbol can express an idea, clarify meaning, or enlarge literal meaning. 
Select a novel or play and, focusing on one symbol, write an essay analyzing how that symbol functions in the 

work and what it reveals about the characters or themes of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize  
the plot. 

 
 
 

 
4. The significance of a title such as The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is easy to discover.  However, in other 

works (for example, Measure for Measure) the full significance of the title becomes apparent to the reader 
only gradually.  Choose a work for which the title’s significance is revealed gradually, and write a well-
organized essay in which you discuss how the significance of the title is developed through the authors’ use of 
devices such as contrast, repetition, allusion, and point of view. 
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