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Co-Planning Co-Teaching 
Models

Instructional       
Practices

IEP Goals
& 

Accommodations 
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Specially Designed Instruction: Realizing the Potential of Co-Teaching
10/31/2016 - Susan Jones, M.S. Ed. 
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Elizabeth Stein, 2017.
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Co-Teaching Must Be More than 
Models

• Effective Universal Design for Learning 

Strategies and Specially Designed Instruction 

allow relevant learning experiences for all 

learners in the room through each of the co-

teaching models.

• Read the following scenario and discuss the

guided questions.
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Co-Teaching Classroom

• In a seventh grade classroom, co-teachers decide to 
implement station teaching to guide students to read 
and take notes on the Life Cycle of a Butterfly.

• Station 1:  One co-teacher models note-taking as she 
presents facts and information about the lifecycle of a 
butterfly. She scaffolds struggling learners to copy the 
model the she provides as a visual support.

• Station 2:  One co-teacher facilitates the reading of a 
text to add background knowledge. Students who can’t 
read the text are told to listen as she reads orally, while 
other students read silently.

• Station 3: Independently students use technology to 
complete a graphic organizer about their knowledge so 
far and key vocabulary for the unit.
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Co-Teaching Classroom

• What are your thoughts about this classroom?

• Is this an effective learning experience?

• Will it yield improved student outcomes?

• While in station1, students were directed by 

modeling and presenting a visual on how to 

take notes, does just copying help learners be 

strategic, self-directed learners? Is this 

specially designed instruction?
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https://crmsliteracy.wikispaces.com/Note+Taking+Templates
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Offering a holistic education to each and every child in our state.
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Specially

• Individualize

• Personalized

• Customized

Designed

• Purposeful

• With 
Intention

• Planned

Instruction

• Teaching

• Coaching

• Directing
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Deficit

Instructional 

Teach a strategy to 
overcome

Enhance 
instruction using a 

strength

Accommodations
Allows students to 

independently 
complete tasks
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• To change outcomes for students, we also need 

to change input. 

• Doing the same thing, just with another adult 

physically present in the room, doesn’t make 

those changes. 

• That’s where Universal design for learning 

(UDL),Differentiation, Specially Designed 

Instruction and other key instructional strategies 

comes in to proactively help all learners.
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Carol Ann Tomlinson (2003 & 2005) 



UDL Differentiation

• Proactive

• Based on overall understanding 
of learner variability

• Emphasizes flexible learning 
environment

• Does not change the learning 
expectations for the student

• Provides multiple means of 
engagement, representation, 
and action & expression

• Reactive

• Based on readiness, interest, 
and learner profile data of 
current students

• Emphasizes flexible grouping

• Does not change the learning 
expectations for the student

• Differentiates content, product, 
process, and learning 
environment
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Educating Georgia's Future by graduating students who are ready to learn, ready to live, and ready to lead.
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Educating Georgia's Future by graduating students who are ready to learn, ready to live, and ready to lead.
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• As a co-teaching team discuss how you 
can incorporate UDL, specially designed 
instruction and other instructional 
strategies in the classroom to increase 
teacher and student engagement and  
improve student learning.

• Complete the additional mini-modules to 
increase knowledge and understanding of 
how to improve teaching for students with 
disabilities.
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www.gadoe.org

@georgiadeptofed

youtube.com/georgiadeptofed

Offering a holistic education to

each and every child
in our state.


