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Learning Targets

Definition of Excess Cost

Review Excess Cost Requirement & 
Process

Timeline for Completion
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IDEA Funds 
34 CFR §300.202   

IDEA Part B funds must be used only to pay 
the excess costs of providing special 
education and related services for children 
with disabilities. 

Must be used to supplement state, local and 
other Federal funds and not to supplant 
those funds

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=fca702ce37c5f4749030222076beb1d8&mc=true&node=se34.2.300_1202&rgn=div8
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Excess Cost Definition

Excess costs are those costs for the education of an 
elementary or secondary school student with a 
disability that is more than the average annual per 
pupil expenditure (APPE) in an LEA.

An LEA must spend at least APPE on the education 
of a child with a disability before funds under IDEA, 
Part B are used to pay the excess costs of providing 
special education and related services. 
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Excess Cost Calculation

• Each LEA must complete the Excess Cost Calculation in the 

Consolidated Application (Con App), Special Ed Excess Cost 

portal, annually.

• Each LEA must spend the minimum average amount per 

student by the end of the fiscal year to meet compliance. Failure 

to meet excess cost requirements could result in the State 

recovering funds from the LEA.

• This is one way the Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) 

monitors for supplanting of IDEA funds.

12/4/2023 5
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Excess Cost Calculation
Two-Step Process

Excess 
Cost 

Results

Excess 
Cost Base

Step #1 Step #2



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 7

Excess Cost Results Versus Base
Excess Cost Results Excess Cost Base

Calculated after expenditures have been 

processed

Completed after the Excess Cost 

Results is approved by GaDOE Special 

Education Budget unit

Calculation shows the LEA expended 

the minimum average amount 

separately for elementary children with 

disabilities and for secondary children 

with disabilities before IDEA funds were 

used. 

Calculation shows the LEA projects to 

expend the minimum average amount 

separately for elementary children with 

disabilities and for secondary children 

with disabilities before IDEA funds are 

used.  

Note: The office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) has clarified that, if 

the non-IDEA funds are expended by the end of the fiscal year, IDEA funds 

may be expended concurrently.Education
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Excess Cost Calculation Overview 
(cont.)

12/4/2023 8

• Once the Excess Cost Results are approved by GaDOE, 

the LEA completes and submits the Excess Cost Base.

• The Excess Cost Base provides the LEA with a projected 

calculation to determine if the Excess Cost requirement 

will be met at the end of the current fiscal year. 
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Excess Cost Navigation
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Excess Cost Form Selection 

Note:

• The finance person generally completes the financial portion of the 

calculation.

• The special education director generally provides the enrollment 

information.
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Excess Cost Result Tab

Excess Cost Result Tab

• School

• District

• Calculations

• Audit Trail

Sub-tabs
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Excess Cost Base Tab

Excess Cost Base Tab

• Calculations

• Audit Trail
Sub-tabs
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Submission Process
Order of Signoff

1. Coordinator

2. Superintenden
t

3. Program 
Manager 

Note:

• All should receive automated email notifications from the 

portal.

• The Audit Trail provides status information and comments.
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Excess Cost Calculation  
Submission Deadline

January 

31st 
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Resources

IDEA Excess Cost Handbook

Excess Cost Excel Template

Resources available on the Budget, Grants and Consolidated Application webpage.

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Budget-and-Grant-Applications.aspx
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Join us at SELDA on 
December 7, 2023, for 

a deeper dive into 
Excess Costs
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Questions?
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Contact Us  We’re Here to Help! 

Andrew Britt

Program Specialist

404.275.6394

andrew.britt@doe.k12.ga.us

Stephanie Hurst

Program Specialist

404.709.0871

stephanie.hurst@doe.k12.ga.us

Carla Rose

Program Specialist

404.673.3473

carla.rose@doe.k12.ga.us

Nicole Croom

Program Specialist

678.850.1171

ncroom@doe.k12.ga.us

Joni Taylor

Program Specialist

404.xxx.xxxx

joni.taylor@doe.k12.ga.us

mailto:andrew.britt@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:carla.rose@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:ncroom@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:joni.taylor@doe.k12.ga.us
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