
Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

GEORGIA’S REIMAGINING EDUCATION CONFERENCE

June 21-22, 2021

Healthy, Safe & Supported, Oh 
My! An Approach to Whole Child 

Education

Ashley Harris

Director, Whole Child Supports 

and Strategic Partnerships

Office of Whole Child Supports

asharris@doe.k12.ga.us

Cheryl Benefield

Mental Health & Wellbeing 

Coordinator

Office of Whole Child Supports

cbenefield@doe.k12.ga.us

Mary Lauren Salvatore

Integrated Wellness 

Coordinator

Office of Whole Child Supports

msalvatore@doe.k12.ga.us



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

Session Logistics

• Handouts: Session handouts are available for download in the handouts section

❖ Handouts are also available on our Events and Conferences webpage

• Questions: Enter questions/comments in the questions box 

• Feedback: Please complete the pop-up survey at the close of the session

• Certificate of Attendance: A link to a certificate of attendance will be emailed in 24-hours 

❖Must attend the entire live session

• On Demand: Session recordings will be available for on-demand access following the close of 

the conference on the Events and Conference webpage at http://www.gadoe.org/sdeevents

❖On-demand views are not eligible to receive a certificate of attendance

http://www.gadoe.org/sdeevents
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About Your Presenter

• Ashley Harris
• Director, Whole Child Supports &

Strategic Partnerships

• Cheryl Benefield
• Mental Health & Wellbeing Coordinator

• Mary Lauren Salvatore
• Integrated Wellness Coordinator



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

• Introduce participants to:

• the Office of Whole Child Supports

• the concept of health barriers to learning and development

• Risk and protective factors, data, and training

• Wraparound supports and the Whole Child Model School 
Certification

Session Goals



Office of 
Whole Child

Purpose Statement: The Office of 
Whole Child Supports assists 

districts/schools and communities 
in identifying and addressing 

student non-academic barriers to 
success. 
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Office of 
Whole 
Child 

Supports

Ashley Harris -
Director

Cheryl 
Benefield –

Mental Health 
& Wellbeing 
Coordinator

Jeff Hodges –

Safe and 
Supportive 

Schools 
Specialist

Mary Lauren 
Salvatore –

Integrated 
Wellness 

Coordinator

Layla 
Fitzgerald –

Mental Health 
Liaison 

(DBHDD)



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 7

Office of Whole Child Supports

• Mental Health and Wellbeing

• Georgia Student Health Survey/Student Wellness Survey

• Integrated Wellness

• School Safety

• Wraparound Support Services

• Whole Child Model School Certification
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Connecting the Dots
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Integrated Wellness

A comprehensive approach to safe, 
supportive, and healthy school 

environments.
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“Prevalent and persistent health 
conditions that when left 

unrecognized or unaddressed, 
can interfere with a child’s ability 

and motivation to learn.

Health Barriers to Learning and Development 
(HBLDs)

Children’s Health Fund: Health Barriers to 
Learning 2017

https://www.childrenshealthfund.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Health-Barriers-to-Learning.pdf
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Factors that Influence HBLDs

Student

Poverty

Housing

Healthcare 
Access

Insurance 
Status

Stress

Family

Health 
Literacy
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What are the HBL(D)s?

• Uncontrolled asthma

• Dental pain

• Unaddressed hearing problems

• Persistent hunger

• Uncorrected vision problems

• Lead Exposure*

• Behavioral and mental health problems

• Language skill deficits**

12
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Collective Evidence

13.8 
million

days 
missed

25%

10 out 
of every 

1,000

56%
22%

1 in 4

Source (2,3)

Food 
Insecurity

Uncorrected 
Vision

Oral 
HealthAsthma

Hearing 
Loss
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What did we miss?

Missed school

Defiant behavior

Sleeping in class

Anxiety

Refusing to work

Dental pain

Asthma

Food insecurity

Hearing loss

Vision problems
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HBLD Toolkit – A Preventive Approach

• How to conduct screenings

• Suggested local and state 
level partners

• Free – low-cost screening 
tools

• Recommended 
response/follow-up

• Digital Toolkit

https://www.gadoe.org/wholechild/Documents/Health%20Barriers%20to%20Learning%20Toolkit%206.2.20.pdf?csf=1&e=fhWPOh&csf=1&e=fhWPOh
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Toolkit Snapshot



Educating Georgia's Future by graduating students who are ready to learn, ready to live, and ready to lead.

Supports & Data
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Trauma/ACEs/Risk Factors
• Physical abuse

• Emotional abuse

• Sexual abuse

• Physical neglect

• Emotional neglect

• Parental mental illness

• Incarcerated relative

• Mother treated violently

• Household substance abuse

• Not being raised by both biological parents
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Risk Factors Are Correlated and 
Cumulative
Risk factors tend to be positively 
correlated with one another and 
negatively correlated to protective 
factors. In other words, people with 
some risk factors have a greater 
chance of experiencing even more risk 
factors, and they are less likely to 
have protective factors.
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Both Risk and Protective Factors Can 
Be Associated With Multiple 
Outcomes

Though preventive interventions are often 
designed to produce a single outcome, 
both risk and protective factors can be 
associated with multiple outcomes. For 
example, negative life events are 
associated with substance use as well as 
anxiety, depression, and other behavioral 
health issues. Prevention efforts targeting a 
set of risk or protective factors have the 
potential to produce positive effects in 
multiple areas.
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The presence of protective factors, 
particularly safe, stable, and nurturing 
relationships, can often mitigate the 

consequences of ACEs.



Offering a holistic education to each and every child in our state.23

Protective factors are 
attributes that serve as 
buffers.

- Children’s Trust Fund



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 24

Suicide Protective Factors: 

Connectedness
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54%

388,604

Do not strongly agree that 

There is an adult at school that I 

can talk with if I need help

2019-2020 Student Survey Results
*Statewide results  - 725,229 students (grades 6-12)
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Surveys

Georgia Student Health Survey (GSHS)
• 91 questions on middle/high school survey (grades 6-12)
• 15 questions on elementary survey (grades 3-5)

FY21 Student Wellness Survey
• Brief 33 question survey developed by GaDOE for middle 

and high school students for the 2020-2021 school year
• Based on questions from the GSHS

Georgia School Personnel Survey (GSPS)
• Administered annually to teachers, staff and administrators
• 31 questions

Georgia Parent Survey
• Administered annually to parents
• 24 questions
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Georgia Student Health Survey
(GSHS)

• The GSHS is an anonymous, statewide survey instrument 

developed by the Georgia Department of Education in 

collaboration with other state partners.

• The GSHS identifies safety and health issues that impact 

student achievement.
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FY21 Student Wellness Survey

• GSHS was not administered this school year.

• A brief 33 question Student Wellness Survey

was developed using select questions from 

the GSHS.

• The 33 question Student Wellness Survey was 

anonymous and completely voluntary.

• Student Wellness Survey data should be 

available in early June.
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Survey Results

School, district and state level GSHS summary reports 
are available on GaDOE public website. 
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RESA/GaDOE MHAT Project

Who? GaDOE and 16 
Regional Education 

Service Agencies 
(RESAs) 

What? Provide schools 
and districts with 

research driven and 
evidence-based mental 

health training

How? A menu of 
trainings from contracted 
organizations throughout 

Georgia

When? Scheduling 
trainings on demand 

since 2018

Why? To help school 

leaders, teachers, and staff 
more effectively assess and 
address student mental and 
behavioral health needs to 
improve educational and 

life outcomes for their 
students



Offering a holistic education to each and every child in our state.

Internal Structures & Support
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What are 
wraparound 
services?
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Whole Child Model School Certification

Whole Child Model School (WCMS) Certification provides a pathway and playbook 
for schools to remove non-academic barriers to student learning and to expand 
academic opportunities to increase achievement.

• Working with a group of pilot districts, other state agencies and partners, and staff 
from across our agency, GaDOE’s Office of the Whole Child will develop:

• Manual for becoming a Whole Child Model School,
• Root cause analysis and needs assessment tools,
• Community asset mapping template,
• Rubrics for certification,
• Community engagement and partnership guides, and
• Process for aligning non-academic needs, services, and supports to existing the school 

and community strategic plans.

• 11 schools/4 districts currently working towards certification
• Application process for the 2022-2023 Cohort will be announced in November 2021
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Let's make the language clear...
• Community School Strategy- a model for school improvement 

focusing on key areas:
• Integrated Student Supports
• Expanded and enriched learning time and opportunities

• Strong and Proven curriculum
• High-quality teaching

• Family and community engagement
• Collaborative leadership and practice

• Communities In Schools- a national youth advocacy organization 
that specializes in integrated student supports, one of the key areas 
of a community school approach

• Whole Child Model School- Georgia's name for the community 
school strategy
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Key Takeaways

• The Office of Whole Child Supports assists districts/schools and 
communities in identifying and addressing student non-
academic barriers to success.

• Look beyond behavior to identify the root cause, such as health 
barriers to learning and development like dental pain, food 
insecurity, or uncontrolled asthma.

• Use multiple data sources and include student voice 
to determine which supports are needed.

• Mission driven, data informed destinations!
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Q&A
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Share your conference highlights now!     

@georgiadeptofed 

Thank you for attending our session!  

• Please take a moment to provide your feedback on the pop-up survey at 

the close of the session.  

• A link to the survey will also be included in your follow-up email, along with 

a certificate of attendance and the session recording.

Session Feedback
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