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Session Logistics

• Handouts: Session handouts are available for download in the handouts section

❖ Handouts are also available on our Events and Conferences webpage

• Questions: Enter questions/comments in the questions box 

• Feedback: Please complete the pop-up survey at the close of the session

• Certificate of Attendance: A link to a certificate of attendance will be emailed in 24-hours 

❖Must attend the entire live session

• On Demand: Session recordings will be available for on-demand access following the close of 

the conference on the Events and Conference webpage at http://www.gadoe.org/sdeevents

❖On-demand views are not eligible to receive a certificate of attendance

http://www.gadoe.org/sdeevents
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Overview

• This presentation will demonstrate how assistive 
technology and accessible materials (visually impaired, 
print disabled or physically disabled) can support 
students to complete school and transition into positive 
post-secondary outcomes. Implementing an Early 
Warning System will be discussed as well as other 
School Completion Toolkit resources.
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• I will be able to explain why accessible educational materials are 

important to students with print disabilities.

• I will be able to name three types of assistive technology for high 

incidence disabilities.

• I will be able to identify strategies, interventions or resources to 

help students with and without disabilities graduate with a high 

school diploma.

Session Goals
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Trey Quinn

Workstation

Google  Chair

Apple Watch
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Every 
Student 
Succeed 

Act
(ESSA)

The Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) requires states and districts to 
support and improve the quality of low-
performing high schools. States must 
set long-term high school graduation 
rate goals for all student groups and 
identify and intervene in those schools 
that graduate fewer than two-thirds of 
their students.
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2019-2020
Georgia 
Dropout 
Statistics

gosa.ga.gov

14,500

Georgia Students

dropped out

2,744

Georgia Students with 
Disabilities dropped out
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"The implications of dropping out are high for 
students, families, communities, and society. 
Therefore, it is pivotal that we bridge the gaps 
for students at-risk of dropping out by utilizing 
effective interventions and identifying 
students early."

Wilkins & Bost, 2015
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Practices Influencing Dropout

Pull-Out

Outside 
influences, 

circumstances, 
and situations 

that pull 
students out

Push-Out

Policies, 
practices, and 
factors within 

the school that 
push students 

out

Pull-In

Organizations, 
opportunities, 

and people that 
pull students 

back into 
school

Check and Connect 

http://www.checkandconnect.umn.edu/


Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

Poll Question

Which one of these indicators is an example of a Push-out factor?

A. Check and Connect

B. Caring for a sick family member

C. Out of school suspension
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Top 10 Drop-out Reasons 
Failing too many classes: 28%

Bored: 26%

School wasn’t relevant to my life: 19%

Support my family: 19%

No one cared: 18%

Retained: 14%

Drugs: 12%

Pregnancy: 4%

Gang: 4%

Physical or mental problems: 3%

Check and Connect.umn.edu
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AT and AEM Impacts Student Engagement

Failing too many classes: 28%

Students with high incidence disabilities that understand the content and are 
unable to share their knowledge (Google Drive with voice recorded 
comments and voice typing, Microsoft Immersive Reader supports for 
reading and dictation for writing)

Bored: 26%

Teachers need training on how to use assistive technology to support 
instruction and improve content. Technology use in the classroom to 
accommodate different learning styles  can help with active engagement by 
the use of graphic organizers, to increase engagement.
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School wasn’t relevant to my life: 19%

Student does not see relevance or does not engage in the curriculum. Text to 

Speech and Speech to Text options can provide relevance. 

No one cared: 18%

No sense of belonging and connection to school and availability of quality 

support from parents, teachers, and peers (accessible educational materials in 

a digital format, tablets and laptops for access to digital material and the ability 

to use text to speech for access to curriculum and to show what they know)

Retained: 14%  

Couldn’t get to school on time, high rate of absenteeism. (learn how to use 

alarms, routines and smart phone reminders, and organize for the day with to 

do lists, timers and organizers to increase on task behavior)

AT and AEM Impacts Student Engagement
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Early Warning System (EWS)

Early warning systems (EWS) are an important strategy to 
monitor and intervene with students who may be at-risk for 
dropping out.

Early warning systems are based on established 
indicators that predict whether a student is off-track 

for graduation

Early Warning System Recording Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-zVwyYsjjk&t=54s
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School 
Completion 

Toolkit

The School Completion Toolkit provides 
links to state and national resources, as 
well as successful practices from LEAs 
across the state aimed at improving 
outcomes for all students, including 
students with disabilities.  It is a great 
source of information for districts and 
schools to increase graduation rates and 
dropout prevention. 

School Completion Toolkit

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/5-steps-School-Completion-Toolkit.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Identify-Need.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Select-Intervention.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Plan-Implementation.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Implementation-Plan.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Examine-Progress.aspx
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Interventions in Secondary Schools 

• Increase reading comprehension or vocabulary skills

• Learn strategy to access content of text with limited reading ability

• Learn strategy to complete homework independently

• Learn to use different assistive technologies 

(e.g., screen readers, organizational tools)

• Increase student engagement

American Institute for Research (AIR)
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Why focus on Assistive Technology (AT)?

• Assistive technology tends to be 

underutilized by students with high-

incidence disabilities like                

LD and ADHD.

•

• An analysis of 56 research studies on the 

effectiveness of different types of AT 

indicates that AT can lead to improved 

academic outcomes as well as 

increased satisfaction with learning for 

students with disabilities. However, to be 

effective, the AT must be individualized to 

meet the student’s unique needs.

(Perelmutter, McGregor, & Gordon, 2017)
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High Incidence Disabilities and AT

99.8% Graduate
80.9% Attend Post Secondary

79.6% Graduate
40.1% Attend Post Secondary

Bouck,E., Maeda Y., & Flanagan, S.(2013) Assistive Technology and Students with High-Incidence Disabilities: Understanding the 
Relationship Through NLTS2. Remedial and Special Education,33(5) 298-308.
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Why are Accessible Educational Materials (AEM) 
important to students with print disabilities ?

Accessible educational 

materials (AEM) are print- and 

technology-based educational 

materials, including printed and 

electronic textbooks and related core 

materials that are designed or 

enhanced in a way that makes them 

usable across the widest range of 

learner variability, regardless of 

format (e.g., print, digital, graphic, 

audio, video). CAST.org
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Poll  Question

What would be an assistive technology solution for a 
student who is failing to many classes?

A.  Use of smart phone/electronic devices alarms, timers, etc.

B.  Text to Speech to increase curriculum knowledge and skills

C.  Graphic organizers, visual schedules, or to do lists

D.   Accessible Educational Materials

E.   All of the above
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Assistive Technology and Accessible 
Educational Materials Can…

•

•

•

•

•
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Assistive Technology (AT) 

•

• BookShare and Audio Books
• Learning Alley and Audio Books

•
• Using Text to Speech (4minute and 33 second video)

•
• Using Speech to Text (3 min 46 second video)

•

• Using Graphic Organizers (2 minute and 53 seconds)

https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/assistive-technology/assistive-technologies-basics/the-difference-between-audiobooks-and-text-to-speech
https://youtu.be/0AYxGFuS5eI
https://youtu.be/ingLnabWb8k
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/assistive-technology/assistive-technologies-basics/text-to-speech-technology-what-it-is-and-how-it-works
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXvqfaV2Y8s&t=14s
https://gadoepublicstore.blob.core.windows.net/asset-976f6ac0-dd9e-40a0-95cb-a9d04a40ff77/Speech%20to%20Text.mp4?sp=r&st=2020-07-15T18:37:36Z&se=2022-06-04T02:37:36Z&spr=https&sv=2019-10-10&sr=b&sig=byubpv0Gprrtk9Uno4CN30VYZkAlYLpqej1n4sIhdkM%3D
https://youtu.be/-zxM9kBH2EE
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Kai Owens

• Bulloch County Schools 
Valedictorian

• Will be attending UGA

• AEM and AT use:
• Screen Readers(JAWS, 

VoiceOver)

• Braille

https://shealy-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/personal/carson_cochran_doe_k12_ga_us/Documents/IMG_6195.MOV?csf=1&web=1&e=pJoBlQ
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Session Goals repeated

• I will be able to explain why accessible educational 
materials are important to students with print disabilities

• I will be able to name three types of assistive technology 
for high incidence disabilities.

• I will be able to identify strategies, interventions or 
resources to help students with and without disabilities 
graduate with a high school diploma.
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Resources

• Assistive Technology Resource Guide

• Early Warning Systems Summary Series: Five Core 
Components of Implementing an EWS (gadoe.org)

• American Institute for Research Early Warning System Video 
Series

• GaDOE Early Warning System Fidelity Checklist 

• 15 Effective Strategies to Prevent Dropouts

https://gpat.gadoe.org/Georgia-Project-for-Assistive-Technology/Documents/Consideration/GPAT%20AT%20Resource%20Guide.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Documents/SSIP/SS%20Docs/Early%20Warning%20Systems%20Summary%20Series.pdf
https://www.air.org/resource/video-series-early-warning-intervention-and-monitoring-system-ewims
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Documents/SSIP/SS%20Docs/EWS%20Fidelity%20Check.docx
http://dropoutprevention.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/NDPC_15_effective_strategies.pdf
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Resources 2

• Attendance Works

• GaDOE High Leverage Practices

• Assistive Technology and the IEP: Tips for General Ed 
Teachers

• Preventing Dropouts in Secondary Schools

• Georgia Instructional Materials Center (gadoe.org)

• Special Education Services and Supports - Assistive 
Technology (gadoe.org)

https://www.attendanceworks.org/chronic-absence/addressing-chronic-absence/3-tiers-of-intervention/
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/HighLeveragePracticesSpEd.aspx
https://www.ctdinstitute.org/sites/default/files/file_attachments/Teacher%26IEP.ig-v1_0.pdf#content
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/24
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/GIMC/Pages/default.aspx
https://gpat.gadoe.org/Georgia-Project-for-Assistive-Technology/Pages/default.aspx
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Next Steps

• Review Assistive Technology videos (Assistive 
Technology webpage).

• Watch “AIM Simply Said” at GIMC.org.

• Complete Early Warning Modules in School Completion 
Toolkit Step 1 

• Find out who in your district or school is the AT and/or 
AEM lead.

• Assess the professional learning your district or school 
needs in reference to AT, AEM and Early Warning 
Systems.

http://gpat.gadoe.org/Georgia-Project-for-Assistive-Technology/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/GIMC/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/5-steps-School-Completion-Toolkit.aspx
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Questions
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Share your conference highlights now!     

@georgiadeptofed 

Thank you for attending our session!  

• Please take a moment to provide your feedback on the pop-up survey at 

the close of the session.  

• A link to the survey will also be included in your follow-up email, along with 

a certificate of attendance and the session recording.

Session Feedback

Session Feedback
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