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Agenda

• IDEA fiscal updates

• Equitable Services reminders

• Questioning to identify allowable costs

• Resources when budgeting FY 2022 

allocations

• Impact of federal relief funding on Maintenance 

of Effort (MOE)
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What’s New
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Same Grants, New Names

• IDEA 611 Special Ed Flowthrough

Special Ed Flowthrough >>>

• IDEA 619 Special Ed Ages 3-5

Special Ed Preschool Regular Project >>>
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Updated IDEA Grant Award 
Notifications
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Supplemental Funding – IDEA 
American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act

• Georgia has been given $88.5 million in additional 

IDEA supplemental funds from the ARP Act.

• These funds ARE IDEA funds and will be allocated 

in July in two separate grants. IDEA 611 ARP and 

IDEA 619 ARP.

• Separate GANs will be sent for regular IDEA 

awards and ARP IDEA awards.

• They must be accounted for separately.

• These funds are NOT retroactive.
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Spending IDEA ARP Funds

• They may be expended in the same manner as 

all other IDEA funding.

• Consider sustainability when budgeting.

• Consider focusing on challenges related to the 

pandemic:

• School re-entry

• Disruption in the education of students with 

disabilities

• Mental health services
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Spending IDEA ARP Funds

What are the allowable uses of federal relief 
funding?

• Any activity allowable under the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act

All Costs Must Be:

✓ Necessary, Reasonable and Allocable

✓ Conform with federal law and grant terms

✓ Consistent with state and local policies 

✓ Consistently treated

✓ In accordance with generally accepted accounting principles 
(GAAP)

✓ Not included as match

✓ Adequately documented
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IDEA ARP Funding Requirements

• These are considered supplemental to IDEA 

611 and IDEA 619 therefore the following 

requirements and allowances apply:

• Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening 

Services

• Proportionate Share

• MOE Adjustments (if allowable)
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Consolidating IDEA ARP 611 and 
619

• These funds may be consolidated.

• IDEA ARP 611 and IDEA ARP 619 have the 

same consolidation requirements, budgeting, 

and reporting as IDEA Part B, 611 and 619 

normally do.

• Consolidation will be limited to those LEAs that 

have already declared consolidation of IDEA 

Part B, 611 and 619 funds.
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Process for Completing 
ARP Budgets

• CCEIS Upload Form if 

required

• CCEIS Flexibility

• Proportionate Share Upload 

Form
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New 
Upload 

Forms for 
IDEA ARP 
Budgets
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Budgeting for Equitable Services

Equitable services must be 
calculated and expended for each 

IDEA grant.

IDEA 619 proportionate share 
must be budgeted in the IDEA 619 

grant and reported as IDEA 619 
expenditures.



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 16

Keep in Mind
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Proportionate Share Calculation 

Automatic fill

Prior year unspent amount

Remember:

• Use the previous fiscal year’s October Child Find Count 
• May need to amend count later

Proportionate Share Calculation 
in Consolidated Application
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• Timely and 
meaningful 
consultation occurs 
prior to other 
activities

• Services cannot be 
predetermined

• Services must meet 
student need  

• Services must be 
comparable in 
quality, not quantity

Equitable 

Services
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Unexpended Proportionate Share Funds

One-year carry-over period for unexpended 
proportionate share funds

Option for a waiver after one-year carry-over 
period if LEA is in compliance with the 
requirements related to parentally-placed 
private school children with disabilities in 

34 CFR § 300.129 through 300.144

Approved waiver allows funds to pay for other 
allowable Part B expenditures
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31

Equitable Services Learning Opportunity
Online Training Module

IDEA Equitable Services: What You Need to Know

• Module 1: Introduction to IDEA Equitable Services

• Module 2: Timely and Meaningful Consultation

• Module 3: Child Find and Evaluations

• Module 4: Child Count and Proportionate Share

• Module 5: Services Plans and Provision of Services

• Module 6: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

• Module 7: Resources 

Access through the Professional Learning (PL) application within SLDS 
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Fresh Perspective
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Federal 
Costs 
Principles on 
Allowability

Must be 
necessary and 
reasonable for 
proper and 
efficient 
performance and 
administration of 
the grant
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Allowability

✓Students with disabilities are General Education 
students. Costs must be excess costs.

✓Cost drivers for your district’s students with 
disabilities based on student IEPs

Consideration must be given to:
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Guidance Questions  

Allowability
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Use of Funds in the 
COVID-19 Environment

IDEA Part B funds may be used: 

• Only to pay the excess costs of activities  that 

directly relate to providing, and ensuring the 

continuity of, special education and related 

services to children with disabilities. 

• Engage in activities necessary to resume the 

provision of special education and related 

services to children with disabilities

• Only if costs are reasonable, necessary, 

allocable and documented. 
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Federal Programs Handbook 

• Chapter 4 of the Federal 
Programs Handbook
includes a Budget 
Management section 
(pp.35 – 62)

• Creating budgets

• Budget amendments

• Carryover funds

• Restricted indirect costs

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Federal%20Resources/OVERARCHING%20Information%20Federal%20Programs%20Handbook%206.7.2021.pdf
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FAQ - Handbook 

• What is the carryover for IDEA 611 and 619?

Page 61

• What object/function should I use for …?

Page 37

• What time and effort documentation do I need 

for a paraprofessional who works on two cost 

objectives?

Page 28

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Federal%20Resources/OVERARCHING%20Information%20Federal%20Programs%20Handbook%206.7.2021.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Federal%20Resources/OVERARCHING%20Information%20Federal%20Programs%20Handbook%206.7.2021.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Federal%20Resources/OVERARCHING%20Information%20Federal%20Programs%20Handbook%206.7.2021.pdf
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Resources



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 31

Additional Guidance
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MOE Matters
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34 CFR §300.202 Use of amounts explains 
the appropriate use of IDEA, Part B funds 
for students with disabilities. 
It states:
(a) General. Amounts provided to the LEA 
under Part B of the Act—

(1) Must be expended in accordance 
with the applicable provisions of this 
part;
(2) Must be used only to pay the 
excess costs of providing special 
education and related services to 
children with disabilities, consistent 
with paragraph (b) of this section; and
(3) Must be used to supplement State, 
local, and other Federal funds and not 
to supplant those funds.

Federal 
Requirement 

to 
Supplement, 
Not Supplant
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Maintenance of Effort Overview

• LEAs must use/expend (using state and 
local funds) at least as much as they did in 
the comparison year on the education of 
children with disabilities.

• Two standards:
• Eligibility: Must budget and project at 

least as much as expended in the 
comparison year. 

• Compliance: Must actually expend at 
least as much as they expended in 
previous comparison year

34



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 35

Maintenance of Effort 
IDEA Calculation

Which funds are included in the IDEA MOE calculation?

➢Only local, or state and local, funds used for the education 
of students with disabilities are included in the IDEA MOE 
Calculation. 

➢Federal funds used for the education of students with 
disabilities are not included the IDEA MOE Calculation.

➢Reminder: Using federal funds instead of state and 
local funds may negatively impact your MOE Effort. 
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Maintenance of Effort                           
IDEA Calculation

36

• Districts calculate for Eligibility and must budget to meet 
the standard.

• GaDOE calculates Met or Did Not Meet for Compliance.

• IDEA MOE Eligibility and Compliance will include 
program code 2081.

• All reconciliation (allowable exceptions and adjustments) 
must be completed by March 1st after Compliance test.

• Any errors on the DE 46 reporting are not considered an 
allowable exception for not meeting.

• The IDEA MOE Effort is not waivable. 
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Do Federal Relief Funds Impact IDEA 
MOE?
1. Will districts increase MOE obligation for future years if we use Federal 

Relief Funding to provide special education services? No. Only state 
and local funds are included when calculating LEA MOE. Because relief 
funding are federal funds, LEAs may use them to provide special education 
and related services without increasing their MOE threshold. LEAs must still 
use sufficient state and/or local funds to meet the IDEA MOE threshold.

2. Will the requirements for IDEA MOE be waived? IDEA does not permit for 
any type of waiver regarding a Local Education Agency’s (LEA) obligation to 
meet Maintenance of Effort compliance. It is not within the authority of the 
United States Department of Education (USDE’s) Office of Special 
Education Programs (OSEP) to expand upon the exceptions listed in Section 
1413 (a)(2)(B). Any change to the existing IDEA regulations regarding LEA 
MOE would require an act of Congress. At this time, no message has been 
relayed to the states that this will occur. If this does come up at the national 
level, GaDOE will relay it to LEAs immediately.

3. Federal Relief Funding: Best practice is to avoid using these funds for 
reoccurring special education expenditures when possible.
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Maintenance of Effort 
Best Practices 

• Meet quarterly with finance director and review special 
education expenditures. 

• MOE Red Flags: Review MOE when State and Local 
special education funded expenditures are changed to 
federal funding. 

• ARP Funds: Best practice is to avoid using these funds for 
reoccurring special education expenditures
➢Disclaimer: changing the special education expenditure funding 

stream from state and local funds to federal funds does not 
automatically mean the LEA will fail MOE. It depends on the 
financial circumstances regarding the LEA’s MOE required effort.

• Plan for future: Think about adjustments and exceptions 
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Maintenance of Effort
Test Your Knowledge
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Maintenance of Effort
Test Your Knowledge

1. An LEA is developing the budget for the upcoming 

FY22 school year. The LEA decides to fund certain 

special education personnel with federal relief

funds in FY22 instead of using State & Local 

Funds that were previously used in FY21. 

How will this budgetary change affect MOE?

A.) Increase District MOE Effort 

B.) Decrease District MOE Effort

4
0



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 41

Maintenance of Effort and Federal 
Relief Funds

1. An LEA is developing the budget for the upcoming 

FY22 school year. The LEA decides to fund certain 

special education personnel using State and Local 

funds FY22 instead of using the IDEA Federal 

Funds that were used during the FY21 year. 

How will this budgetary change affect MOE?

A.) Increase District MOE 

B.) Decrease District MOE

4
1
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Question & Answer
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Questions?
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Amber McCollum
Program Manager

470.218.0381 
amccollum@doe.k12.ga.us

Nicole Croom 
Program Specialist

678.850.1171 
ncroom@doe.k12.ga.us

Scott Dorsey 
Program Specialist

470.423.6989 
sdorsey@doe.k12.ga.us

Malissa Roberts 

Program Specialist
678.850.1171 

mroberts@doe.k12.ga.us

Contact Us
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Click here and follow the NEW Federal 
Programs/ESSA IDEA Facebook page!

Or scan this QR Code:   

Feedback

Please complete our workshop survey:

• Go here: https://form.jotform.com/211754158308961

• Or scan this QR code :

https://bit.ly/3tqjvDz
https://form.jotform.com/211754158308961

