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Presenters

• Shaun Owen, Deputy Superintendent for 

Federal Programs

• Dr. Zelphine Smith-Dixon, Special Education 

Supports and Services Director

• John Wight, Federal Programs Director
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Federal Programs' Updates

• Thank you to LEAs! 

• Thank you to the GaDOE FP staff!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://www.thebluediamondgallery.com/handwriting/c/celebrate.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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How is our work and how are Federal Funds 

making a difference in the lives of students, 

families, educators, schools and districts?

What is our story? 
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Collaboration

Service & Support

Innovation
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Innovation

• Helping you get to 

YES!

• Consolidation of 

Funds

• EdFlex Waiver
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Collaboration

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

http://2018.igem.org/Team:Macquarie_Australia/Collaboration
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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• Science• Social 
Studies

•Math• ELA

Franeka 
Colley

Jenise 
Sexton

Renee 
Shirley-
Stevens

Jennifer 
Zoumberis

Special Education 
Content 

Integration 
Specialists
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Collaboration

• Asha Jassani –

ELA/ESOL Specialist

• Isa Sánchez –

Mathematics/ESOL 

Specialist
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Collaboration

• With LEAs 
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Service & 
Support
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Federal 
Programs' 
Updates

• SELDA & 

FELDA
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Training,
Technical 
Assistance, 
Professional 
Learning

• Numerous trainings, 

live and recorded, 

available in all 

programs!  

• Many trainings on 

our websites and in 

the PLO.
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Chatting with 
Crosswhite

Coffee with 
Clarice

Coffee with 
Clarice

Tuesday Talks 
with                 

Kim & Kelly

ESOL 
Director’s 
Munch & 

Learn

Talk Time with 
Title IIA

McKinney-
Vento- Third 
Thursday PD 

Sessions

Tea with 
Tammy
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44 FP 
Training 
Modules in 
the PLO
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73,517

Calls, emails, texts with 
families

2,317 

Parent meetings

1,179 

Parent mentors attended 
IEP Team meetings

596

Parent trainings

Parent 
Mentor 

Partnership
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Special 
Ed Help 
Desk

• 1,044 

calls/emails 

from families 

and districts

• IEP questions, 

dispute 

resolution, and 

evaluation/ 

eligibility 
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Facilitated IEP 
Team Meeting 

Program

88 FIEP Team Meetings were held in 29 
districts (26 face-to-face meetings and 62 
virtual meetings. 
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GLRS

6,630 Total Audience Participation

1,325 Regional Priority Sessions

872 State Priority PL Events
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MEP 
Updates

• MEP Summer Reading 

Series

• MEP Summer Reading 

Series
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MEP Updates • MEP Summer Programs

• Toombs County 

• ABAC/Crawford County
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Afterschool &
Summer 
School 

• Competitive Grants

• Approximately $80,000,000 in 

ARP funding
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McKinney-Vento 
Program Impact

• ARP funding

• GaDOE will provide 

training, technical 

assistance, capacity 

building and engagement 

at both the state and LEA 

levels.  
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Final 
Updates
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Website & 
Social Media 
Enhancements

• Website 

enhancements

• Search feature- work 

in progress

• Expanded Social 

Media highlighting 

LEAs’/students’ 

good work

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

http://www.pngall.com/web-design-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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• Website 

updates
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Follow us on Social 
Media!
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Share your 
Successes!
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Dr. Zelphine 
Smith-Dixon
State Director
Division for 
Special Education
Federal Programs
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Excellence in Education: 
Partnering with the Whole Child in Mind

• Whole Child 
Definition
Acknowledge and 
address non-academic 
factors that impact 
academic outcomes 
while expanding 
learning opportunities
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Excellence in Education: 
Partnering with the Whole Child in Mind

Whole Child Toolkit 

• Healthy 

• Safe 

• Engaged 

• Supported 

• Challenged 

https://www.georgiainsights.com/wholechild.html
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Why must we consider the impact 
of the pandemic on unfinished 
learning and the whole child? 

“A recent study indicated that students, on average, 
would experience up to five to nine months of 
unfinished learning by June 2021.” 

The Education Trust 

https://edtrust.org/strategies-to-solve-unfinished-learning/#:~:text=When%20the%20pandemic%20forced%20schools,of%20unfinished%20learning%20by%20the
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How can we address the impact of the 
pandemic on unfinished learning? 

• “A recent study 
indicated that students, 
on average, could 
experience up to five to 
nine months of 
unfinished learning by 
the end of June 2021.” 

• The Education Trust 

Best Practices 

1. Targeted Intensive 
Tutoring

2. Expanded Learning 
Time

3. Strong Relationships 

https://edtrust.org/strategies-to-solve-unfinished-learning/#:~:text=When%20the%20pandemic%20forced%20schools,of%20unfinished%20learning%20by%20the
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FY21 Overarching Needs 
Consolidated LEA Improvement Plans

• Influence math, literacy, English/language arts, 
and overall instruction to improve outcomes
(n = 169)

• Improve climate (e.g., attendance, climate, 
behavior, etc.) (n = 75)

• Address “gaps” (e.g., English Learners, students 
with disabilities, race/ethnicity) AND data 
literacy, deep dives into CCRPI, as well as Multi-
Tiered System of Supports (n = 52)     
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FY21 Overarching Needs 
Consolidated LEA Improvement Plans

• Address governance and human organizational 
structures (e.g., professional learning, 
recruitment, leadership, etc.) (n = 50)

• Address Whole Child, family and community 
engagement, wrap-around supports, and mental 
health (n = 36)
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FY20 Graduation Rate 

• What if I told you that 
the graduation rate for 
students with 
disabilities was 
90.6%? 

• Well, it was for SWD 
who completed a 
career pathway (4,432 
out of 4,893).
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Georgia’s IDEA State 
Determination

• What if I told you that 
Georgia’s annual 
event dropout rate for 
SWD was 23% (2021 
State Determination)?

• Dropout is not an 
event; it is a process 
of disengagement. 

• Our partnership in 
excellence makes the 
difference. 

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Documents/SPP-APR/2021-22/ga-resultsmatrix-2021b.pdf
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FY20 Student Record 
Data Collections

• 70% of students with 
disabilities (SWD) 
were dually identified 
as economically 
disadvantaged (ED).

• 9.2% of students with 
disabilities were 
dually identified as 
English Learners 
(EL). 

• 7.8% of students 
were identified as ED, 
SWD, and EL.
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What if I told you 
that 15 students  
(statewide) were 
identified as 
students with 
disabilities and All 
Other Categories 
(EL, ED, Migrant, 
and Homeless)? 
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Excellence in Education: 
Partnering with the Whole Child in Mind

• As you peek “Inside IDEA,” you will get much 
more than budget updates. Don’t get frustrated; 
“Ride the Wave” and create the FY22 Title II 
Budget. This conference will be far from boring. 
You’ll learn “Innovation and Integration in 
Afterschool Programming.” Just when you 
thought engagement needed a boost, you will be 
“On the Road to Success with Title III.”
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Excellence in Education: 
Partnering with the Whole Child in Mind

• Don’t feel overwhelmed; we will help you 
“Connect the Dots and monitor your CLIPs. If 
you are like me…”Show me the Money” 
because our students must not experience 
homelessness. Georgia’s Systems of 
Continuous Improvement include every child. 
We are committed to Migrant Education; we will 
partner with the whole child in mind. 
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John Wight
Director
Federal 
Programs
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ESSA Updates
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Special Announcement!
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Welcoming all Families and the Community

The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) launched the Family-
Friendly Partnership School (FFPS) Initiative in 2010 to assist Title I 
schools, families, and communities in working together to create welcoming 
environments that lead to increased student achievement. Premised on the 
National Parent Teacher Association (PTA) Standards for Family-School 
Partnerships, which were endorsed by the Georgia State Board of 
Education (SBE) in 2010, the FFPS initiative highlights the first of these 
standards—Welcoming All Families. 

Initially, the initiative was an annual awards program.  It has since 
transitioned to supporting schools that elect to join a two-year cohort during 
which they invest their time and resources toward improving their 
welcoming environments and becoming Family-Friendly. The initiative is 
sponsored by the Georgia Foundation for Public Education (GFPE). 

We are pleased to announce our third cohort of schools…
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Congratulations!

• Oak Grove Elementary, Cherokee County

• West End Elementary, Rome City 

• Dorothy Height Elementary, Muscogee County

• Myers Middle School, Savannah-Chatham County 

• KIPP Atlanta Collegiate High, Metro Atlanta Public 

Charter School
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FY22 CLIP

• FY22 Consolidated LEA Improvement Plan 

(CLIP) is due on July 31, 2021

• Details available on our website.

• FY22 CLIP process includes Progress 

Monitoring for both CLIP Online and S-CLIP 

• 2 periods; 1st semester and 2nd semester



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

FY22 Formula Allocations

• State Board of Education will review on July 22
• Title I-A, Title I-C, Title I-D, Title II-A, Title III-A, Title IV-A, 

Title V-B, IDEA 611 and 619, IDEA ARP 611 and 619

• Grant Award Notices (GAN) will be loaded to the 
portal – August 6

• Budgeting will begin after CLIP is approved and 
funds are loaded into the consolidated application

• NEW:  Formula grant under the American Rescue 
Plan (ARP) for the Education of Homeless 
Children and Youth – August SBOE approval

• Discretionary Grants (21st CCLC, McKinney-Vento) 
will be reviewed by the SBOE on July 22
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Annual Reminders

• By October 1
• Prayer Certification

• GEPA 427

• Consolidating Administrative Funds –
notification to GaDOE by 8.1

• Online courses for program contacts – new 
contacts and veteran contacts

• Federal Program Handbook – Overarching 
Requirements for All Federal Programs

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Federal-Programs-Handbook.aspx
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Cross-Functional Monitoring

• Cycle 3 in FY22

• Information will go to Cycle 3 LEAs in the 

coming weeks

• CFM will include the ESSA and IDEA formula 

grants, McKinney Vento and 21st CCLC grants, 

as well as the Emergency Relief Funds:  

CARES, CRSSA, and ARP

• Reminder:  LEA internal procedures and manuals 

must include the Emergency Relief Fund grants

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/title-i/Pages/Title%20Programs%20Monitoring.aspx
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ED Waiver Request

• Pursuant to the authority under section 8401 of the ESEA, 

Georgia is requesting waivers of the following provisions:

• Section 1127(b) of Title I, Part A of the ESEA so that your SEA may 

waive, more than once every three years, if necessary, the 15 

percent carryover limitation in ESEA section 1127(a) for FY 2020 Title 

I, Part A funds.

• Section 421(b) of the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA) to 

extend the period of availability of FY 2019 funds for programs in 

which your SEA participates under its approved consolidated State 

plan until September 30, 2022.

• Prior to submission to ED, public comment and feedback is being 

collected. Details are here.  

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/default.aspx
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Summer Series Logistics

• Complete the workshop evaluations

• Review the recordings

• Submit additional questions to 

federalprograms@doe.k12.ga.us

mailto:federalprograms@doe.k12.ga.us
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Click here and follow the NEW Federal 
Programs/ESSA IDEA Facebook page!

Or scan this QR Code:   

Feedback

Please complete our workshop survey:

• Go here: https://form.jotform.com/211754158308961

• Or scan this QR code:

https://bit.ly/3tqjvDz
https://form.jotform.com/211754158308961

