Activity #1

Sit down with your scholar and hand them the passage included in your folder

Take out the version of the passage for you (found in the sheet protector) and a dry erase

marker
Set a timer for 1 minute and begin the timer when your scholar reads the first word

As your scholar reads, mark each error by placing a line over the word (see error sheet in-
cluded in packet)

At the end of 1 minute count up how many words were attempted and subtract the num-
ber of errors. This is the fluency rate.

Ask your scholar the comprehension question found at the bottom of the page.
Graph the results on the provided graph

Repeat daily!

Activity #2

Place header cards face up. Place the syllable cards face down in a stack.

Set your timer for one minute, then select the top card, hold it up for your scholar to see, and
prompt to read the syllable.

If the syllable is read correctly, place the card in a pile on the “YES” card. If the syllable is read
incorrectly, places it in the pile on the “NO” card.

Continue until the timer rings. Count the syllable cards in the “YES” pile and record the number
on the syllables correct per minute record. Read syllables in “NO” pile together.

Repeat the activity at least two more times attempting to increase speed and accuracy.



Parent tips for raising strong readers and writers
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Fluency Matters

If you've been around classrooms and teachers, you've probably heard the term “fluency.” Fluency is
something worth knowing more about! Read on to find out what it is and how to develop it in your
young learner.

Fluency: What is it? Why is it important?

If someone is fluent in speaking another language or in playing an instrument, there’s a smooth,
graceful and easy quality to it. The same is true with reading skills. Reading fluency is a child’s ability
to read a book or other text correctly, quickly, and with expression. A fluent reader doesn’t have to
stop and “decode” each word. Rather, most of the words can be read automatically. This means the
reader can focus his attention on what the story or text means. For that reason, fluency is critically
important — it’s the bridge between decoding words and understanding what has been read.

How can we foster reading fluency?
Parents can help their child develop reading fluency through a few simple and fun activities.

Paired or “buddy” reading

The easiest and best way to help your child develop fluency is to sit with your child and read! Read
together every day, which is often called paired or buddy reading. To use paired reading, simply take
turns reading aloud. You go first, as your reading provides a model of what good fluent reading sounds
like. Then, ask your child to re-read the same page you just read. You’ll notice that your child’s reading
will start to sound more and more like yours. Do this for several pages. Once your child is comfortable
enough, and familiar enough with the book, take turns reading page for page.

Reread favorite books

Another way parents can help develop fluency is to build a tall stack of books that your child can

read quickly and easily. Encourage your child to reread favorite books over and over again. With each
reading, you may notice your child reading a bit easier, a bit faster, and with a bit more confidence and
expression.

Record it

Another fun way to practice reading and build fluency is to have your child create her own audio
books. This can be done simply with a tape recorder or audio recording feature or app (like Audioboo)
on your phone. Or, use something more sophisticated like StoryKit, where a user can create an
electronic storybook and record audio to accompany it. Regardless of the method you choose, your
child will be practicing what they want to record and that reading practice is critical. Sharing your
audio recordings with family and friends is a great motivator too!

Reading Rockets, Colorin Colorado, and LD OnLine are national education services of WETA, the flagship public broadcasting station in Washington, D.C.
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OPM: Oral Reading Fluency

G1

Directions:

Place the passage from the OPM Student Oral Reading Fluency Passages in front of the
student (Task Cards pgs. 3-13). Using the script, instruct him/her to read each story out loud
and start the stopwatch when the student reads the first word. Stop the student reading after
60 seconds. Mark all errors made by slashing (/) the word (see scoring rules below). After
the student has read for 60 seconds or completed the passage, place a bracket (1) after the
last word read by the student, then administer the comprehension question that follows each
passage on the OPM Oral Reading Fluency Score Sheet.

Script:

I would like you to read out loud for me. | will use my stopwatch to tell me when | want you
to stop reading. Please do your best reading because | will ask you a question about what
you read. Do you understand what we will be doing? (If the student seems unsure, repeat the

task order: 1) Read Story Aloud 2) Then Answer 1 Question). This story is called ___. Begin
here. (Point to the first word of the text. Start the stopwatch when the student reads the first

word.)

--Story Reading--

Now, I'm going to ask you a question about the story you just read.

Scoring:

Reading Accuracy and Fluency — Indicate that an error occurred by slashing (/) the word stated

incorrectly. When an error occurs, count it as an error and move on. After the student finishes
reading tally all errors for a total number of errors.

Use rules below to determine errors:

ERRORS

NOT ERRORS

Mispronunciations (leaving off inflections fike -s, -ed and -ing;
reading “talk” for talked or China for China)

Insertions of words (reading “big, bad dog” instead of “bad
dog”)

Omissions (leaving out a word)

Self-corrections (mark as sc)

Substitutions (reading “beg” for big)

Repetitions (re-reading a word or phrase)

Reversals (reading “Tom said” instead of "said Tom")
* This counts as 2 errors.

Loss of place (e.g., skipping a line)
Redirect the student to the correct place and keep the
stopwatch running.

Hesitations {waiting 4 seconds)
* Provide the word and move on.

Misarticulation
*f—th fumb — thumb
Wt wabbit — rabbit

Proper nouns (any capitalized word)

* If student hesitates for four seconds or mispronounces the
proper noun, provide the word and count as an error the first
fime only.

Multiple misreads of the proper noun DO NOT count as
errors.

Record the student’s time and errors in the boxes provided on the OPM Oral Reading Fiuency Score

Sheet.

Comprehension tack {on the BDI).

the passage.

B84
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Do not begin progress monitoring first grade students’ oral reading fluency until they have
successfully met the Assessment Period 2 Target Story (Cake) criteria on the Reading

The question foliowing the passage was designed to remind students the importance of
attending to what they read. The questions are easily answered and found in the early part of

The end of year target fluency goa! for first grade is 60 wepm.




Building a Fort

One of my favorite things to do with my best friend Dan is to build a fort. When
Dan spends the night at my house, my mom lets us sleep in the living room. She helps
us move the furniture to build our fort right in the middle of the room. She also helps us
carry some chairs in from the dining room. We use the dining room chairs to hold up our
fort. Before she goes to bed, my mom leaves us a stack of sheets, blankets, and pillows.
Then she lets us get to work.

First, we arrange the chairs in a square in the middle of the room. We turn them
all so that their backs are facing each other. Then we drape a sheet or blanket over the
chairs. It takes many sheets and blankets to cover all of the chairs. When we're finished,
it looks like a big tent. When we find an opening, we make it the door.

Then Dan and | gather everything we need to take inside. Both of us will need
a sleeping bag and a pillow to sleep on. | also like to bring snacks from the kitchen in
case we get hungry. Dan usually brings a deck of cards and comic books. We also take
flashlights into the tent. It's no fun to sit in the fort in the dark!

Finally, Dan and | climb into the fort. We usually pretend like we are soldiers living
in a fort a long time ago.

74 Student Copy
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OPM: Oral Reading Fluency Passage: Building a Fort

Script:

I would like you to read out loud for me. | will use my stopwatch to tell me when I want you to
stop reading. Please do your best reading because | will ask you a question about what you
read. Do you understand what we will be doing? This story is called Building a Fort. Begin
here. Ready? (Point to the first word of the text. Start the stopwatch when the student reads the first
word.)

Building a Fort

One of my favorite things to do with my best friend Dan is to build a fort. When 18
Dan spends the night at my house, my mom lets us sleep in the living room. She helps 36
us move the furniture to build our fort right in the middle of the room. She also helps us 55
carry some chairs in from the dining room. We use the dining room chairs to hold up our 73
fort. Before she goes to bed, my mom leaves us a stack of sheets, blankets, and piliows. 80
Then she lets us get to work. 97
First, we arrange the chairs in a square in the middle of the room. We turn them 114
all so that their backs are facing each other. Then we drape a sheet or blanket over the 132
chairs. It takes many sheets and blankets to cover all of the chairs. When we're finished, 148
it looks like a big tent. When we find an opening, we make it the door. 164
Then Dan and | gather everything we need to take inside. Both of us will need 180
a sleeping bag and a pillow to sleep on. | also like to bring snacks from the kitchen in 199
case we get hungry. Dan usually brings a deck of cards and comic books. We also take 216
flashlights into the tent. It's no fun to sit in the fort in the dark! 231
Finally, Dan and I climb into the fort. We usually pretend like we are soldiers living 247
in a fort a long time ago. 254

Fluency Rate Formula if Student Reads for 60 Seconds

Total Words Attempted Fluency
in Story in 60 Seconds - # Errors (WCPM)

m Use the table below if the student finishes the passage before 60 seconds have elapsed.

Fluency Rate Formuia if n tes P in Less Than

# of words Words Total Fluency
instory - #Errors = Correct + Seconds x60= (WCPM)
254 - = + X 60 =

Script: Now I'm going to ask you a question about the story you just read.

Question Answer OPM RC Score (0,1)
Where do the author and his friend build their | in the living room
fort? / in the house

Scoring Sheet 7 5
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How to Make Play Dough

It was raining today. | couldn’t play outside. | couldn’t find my old red truck. | was
feeling kind of blue. My mom could tell | was bored. She asked me if | wanted to make
play dough. Boy was | excited! It was so much fun!

If you want to make your own play dough, you need to get a grown-up to help.
First, get a large bowl. Mix one cup of flour, one cup warm water, two teaspoons cream
of tartar, one teaspoon oil, and % cup salt. Then, use your hands to knead (mix) it
together. Add food coloring if you want to make colored dough. Now ask the grown-up to
help you put the dough in a pot. Place the pot on the stove. Stir the dough over medium
heat until the lumps are gone. Ask the grown-up to remove it from the hot pan. Let the
dough cool. Then knead it some more until smooth. Now it is ready for play!

| made five batches of dough. | had red, blue, green, yellow and black. | made
animals and bugs with my play dough. My mom made eight big cookies. They looked
good enough to eat! Then she made a cup. | had a pretend drink with my pretend
cookies! Later, | helped my mom wash the dishes we used. We cleaned the table
where we played. We put all the dough in plastic bags so it would stay soft. | decided to
keep one of my creations. | left the very long and pretty caterpillar out to dry out. | put it
on the shelf in my room. Now I will always remember the fun | had on this rainy day!

Student Copy 5 7
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OPM: Oral Reading Fluency Passage: How to Make Play Dough

Script: 1 would like you to read out loud for me. | will use my stopwatch to tell me when | want you
to stop reading. Please do your best reading because ! will ask you a question about what
you read. Do you understand what we will be doing? This story is called How to Make Play
Dough. Begin here. Ready? (Point to the first word of the text. Start the stopwatch when the
student reads the first word.)

How to Make Play Dough

It was raining today. | couldn’t play outside. | couldn't find my old red truck. | was 17
feeling kind of blue. My mom could telf | was bored. She asked me if | wanted to make 36
play dough. Boy was | excited! It was so much fun! 47

If you want to make your own play dough, you need to get a grown-up to help. 64
First, get a large bowl. Mix one cup of flour, one cup warm water, two teaspoons cream 81
of tartar, one teaspoon oil, and % cup salt. Then, use your hands to knead (mix) it 98
together. Add food coloring if you want to make colored dough. Now ask the grown-up to 114
help you put the dough in a pot. Place the pot on the stove. Stir the dough over medium 133
heat until the lumps are gone. Ask the grown-up to remove it from the hot pan. Let the 151
dough cool. Then knead it some more until smooth. Now it is ready for play! 166

I made five batches of dough. | had red, blue, green, yellow and black. | made 182
animals and bugs with my play dough. My mom made eight big cookies. They looked 197
good enough to eat! Then she made a cup. | had a pretend drink with my pretend 214
cookies! Later, | helped my mom wash the dishes we used. We cleaned the table 229
where we played. We put all the dough in plastic bags so it would stay soft. | decided to 248
keep one of my creations. | left the very long and pretty caterpillar out to dry out. | put it 268
on the shelf in my room. Now | will always remember the fun I had on this rainy day! 287

Fluency Rate Formula if Student Reads for 60 Seconds

Total Words Attempted Fluency
in Story in 60 Seconds - # Errors (WCPM)

mm> Use the table below if the student finishes the passage before 60 seconds have elapsed.

Fluency Rate Formula if Student Completes Passage in Less Than 60 Seconds

# of words Words Total Fluency
in story - # Errors = Correct + Seconds x60-= (WCPM)
287 - = + x 60 =

Script: Now I'm going to ask you a question about the story you just read.

Question Answer OPM RC Score (0,1)

What did the person put in the mixture to Food coloring
color the play dough?

5 8 Scoring Sheet
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Gymnastics

When | was seven years old, | took my very first gymnastics class. The week
before my class started, my mom took me shopping to buy a pink leotard. | liked it so
much that | wanted to wear it to school, but my mom said | would have to wait until the
day of my class.

On the first day of class, my mom took me to the gym. | met my instructor, Brandi,
along with the other girls and boys in my class. We all sat together in a big circle on
the mat to stretch. While we stretched, we introduced ourselves. Brandi taught us a
game called “The Name Game.” We had to say our name and the name of an animal
that started with the same letter as our name. | said, “My name is Claire and | like
crocodiles.” The point of the game was that we were supposed to remember everyone’s
name around the circle. | only got about half the names right, but that was ok, because
by taking the class together, we would all learn each others’ names.

After we stretched, we learned how to do our very first gymnastics move, It was
called a bridge. We each found a partner and practiced. One person would lie flat on his
back on the mat and would push himself up using his hands and feet. Once the person
had pushed all the way up a little bridge was made. The partner would hold her hands
under the person’s back to spot him. That way if he fell, the partner could help ease
him back onto the mat. Making the bridge with our bodies was pretty easy, so we were
excited when we moved on to something new.

The next activity of the day was walking on the balance beam.

8 0 Student Copy
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OPM: Oral Reading Fluency Passage: Gymnastics

Script: 1 would like you to read out loud for me. | will use my stopwatch to tell me when | want you
to stop reading. Please do your best reading because | will ask you a question about what
you read. Do you understand what we will be doing? This story is called Gymnastics. Begin
here. Ready? (Point to the first word of the text. Start the stopwatch when the student reads the first

word.)
Gymnastics

When | was seven years old, | took my very first gymnastics class. The week 15
before my class started, my mom took me shopping to buy a pink leotard. | liked it so 33
much that | wanted to wear it to school, but my mom said | would have to wait until the 53
day of my class. 57

On the first day of class, my mom took me to the gym. | met my instructor, Brandi, 75
along with the other girls and boys in my class. We all sat together in a big circle on 94
the mat to stretch. While we stretched, we introduced ourselves. Brandi taught us a 108
game called “The Name Game” We had 1o say our name and the name of an animal 125
that started with the same letter as our name. | said, “My name is Claire and | like 143
crocodiles.” The point of the game was that we were supposed to remember everyone’s 157
name around the circle. | only got about half the names right, but that was ok, because 174
by taking the class together, we would all learn each others’ names. 186

After we stretched, we learned how to do our very first gymnastics move. It was 201
called a bridge. We each found a partner and practiced. One person would lie flat on his 218
back on the mat and would push himself up using his hands and feet. Once the person 235
had pushed all the way up a little bridge was made. The partner would hold her hands 252
under the person’s back to spot him. That way if he fell, the partner could help ease 269
him back onto the mat. Making the bridge with our bodies was pretty easy, so we were 286
excited when we moved on to something new. 294

The next activity of the day was walking on the balance beam. 306

Fluency Rate Formula if Student Reads for 60 Seconds
Total Words Attempted Fluency
in Story in 60 Seconds - # Errors = (WCPM)

m Use the table below if the student finishes the passage before 60 seconds have elapsed.

Fluency Rate Formula if Student Completes Passage in Less Than 60 Seconds

# of words Words Total Fluency
in story - # Errors = Correct + Seconds x60= (WCPM)
306 - = + X 60 =

Script: Now I'm going to ask you a question about the story you just read.

Question Answer OPM RC Score (0,1)
What is the name of the instructor? Brandi

Scoring Sheet 8 1
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Speedy Syllables
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Speedy Syllables
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Speedy Syllables
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