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School Transition 

Middle 
School    

540 Days 

Elementary 
School    

1,080 Days 
High School 
720 Days 
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What is Transition? 

School transition is a  - not an event - 
that prepares all partners - 

 - to 

develop knowledge, skills, and relationships 
that help students move from one educational 

setting to another. 
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Why is Transition 
Important? 
• Helps students form a realistic 

expectation of school 

• Provides a positive and 
successful first impression 

• Relieves anxieties for students 
and families 

 

 One of the biggest fears of students coming into a 
new school is the building. 
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Why is Transition 
Important? 

 

• Paves the way for a successful 
school experience 

• Bridges the gap between school, 
teachers and new families 

• Provides multi-faceted guidance 
and support structures 

 
The type of transition program the school offers 

is a predictor of success in future grades. 
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Why is Transition 
Important? 

 

• Demonstrates an inviting, supportive, and 
safe environment 

• Builds a sense of community by supporting 
meaningful relationships and learning 

• Supports school-initiated family and 
community partnerships 

 Educators play a significant role in encouraging          
parents and families to share responsibility for      

students’ success in school 
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How is School Transition 
part of  Family 
Engagement ? 
 Welcoming Environments 
 Building Relations 
 Communicating Information 
 Address New Roles  
 Developing Community Partnerships 

 
When parents are involved in their student’s 
transition, they tend to stay more involved in 

their child’s school experiences. 
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School Transition: What 
Does it Look Like?  

o Begin in the school year before students 
move to the new school 

o Ongoing, specially designed programs offer 
greater support for sustained intervention 

  

The key to success is to develop an organized 
approach to provide information that 

supports students academically and builds 
relationships with all stakeholders. 
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School Transition: What 
Does it Look Like?  

  
o Involve parents and community 

members in the planning process 
o Align with key student milestones 

throughout the school year 
  

Success or failure during transition can be      
a turning point in the social and academic 

lives of students. 
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School Transition: 
Implement a Program  

1. Organize a School Transition Team 
2. Promote collaboration between 

feeder schools’ (ES – MS – HS) 
3. Involve parents and families in the 

transition process 
  

Transition Briefing Paper. Texas Comprehensive 
Center. Southwest Education Laboratory Center  
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School Transition: 
Implement a Program  

4. Increase awareness of academic programs 

5. Increase comfort and reduce anxiety through 

orientation activities 

6. Provide resources designed to make transition easier 
  

Offer a program that includes discussion 
of curriculum, scheduling, school policies, 
extracurricular activities, and student life. 

Transition Briefing Paper. Texas Comprehensive 
Center. Southwest Education Laboratory Center  
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School Transition: 
Implement a Program  

7. Design activities for the first weeks of school 

8. Continue the use of counseling teams or advisors to 

maintain support throughout the year 

9. Develop special interventions for families and students 

who may need additional support  
  

Spend time talking about schoolwide 
expectations, as well as the support that 

is available to students and families. 

Transition Briefing Paper. Texas Comprehensive 
Center. Southwest Education Laboratory Center  
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School Transition: 
Real Life Ideas 

Back to School BBQ 
Report Card Conferences 
Teachers as Advisor Program 
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www.gadoe.org 
Parent Engagement 

Program 
School Transition 
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PIC Transition 

A timeline for the school year to     
develop a plan that will create meaningful 

family engagement strategies and 
outreach opportunities that are linked to 

student learning.  
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