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Setting the Stage for 
Effective Family 

Engagement 

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act                 
of 1965 (ESEA) 

Title I, Part A:    IMPROVING THE ACADEMIC  ACHIEVEMENT  
                            OF THE DISADVANTAGED 

 

• Sec. 1118   Parental Involvement 

• Sec. 1112    Local educational agency plans  

• Sec. 1114    Schoolwide programs 

• Sec. 1115    Targeted assistance schools 

• Sec. 1116    Academic assessment and local educational   
     agency and school improvement 
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Title I Parental 
Involvement 

Title I, Part A is a federally funded program under the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 

1965. It is designed to support state and local school 
reform efforts tied to challenging state academic 

standards in order to reinforce and amplify efforts to 
improve teaching and learning for students furthest 

from meeting state standards.  
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Title I Parental Involvement 

Title I, Part A provides for substantive parental 
involvement at every level of the program, such as in the 
development and implementation of the State and local 
plan, and in carrying out the LEA and school 
improvement provisions.  Section 1118 contains the 
primary Title I, Part A requirements for SEAs, LEAs, and 
schools related to involving parents in their children’s 
education.  It is this section that identifies critical points 
in the process of improving teaching and learning where 
parents and the community can intervene and assist in 
school improvement.   
 

(Continued) 
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Title I Parental 
Involvement 

Although section 1118 is                                                                 
extensive in scope and has                                                                  
many requirements for LEAs                                                                  
and schools, the intent is not                                                                        
to be burdensome.  These                                                              
provisions reflect good                                                                         
practices in engaging families                                                                                 
in helping to educate their children, because                               
students do better when parents are actively 
involved in the education process, both at home and 
at school. 

United States Department of Education,                      

Parental Involvement, Non-Regulatory Guidance, 2004 
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How Do You See 
the Law? 
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How Do You See 
the Law? 
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Purpose of the Law 

Letter of 
the Law 

Spirit of 
the Law 

         Parental                                 Parent & Family 
    Involvement                          Engagement 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwEPv2ob_QI
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Definition of Parent 
Involvement 

Parent involvement is defined as the participation of 
parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful 

communication involving student academic learning 
and other school activities, to include and ensure: 
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What is Parental Involvement? 

Parents play an integral role in assisting their 
child’s learning 

Parents are encouraged to be actively involved 
in their child’s education at school 

Parents are full partners in their child’s education 
and are included, as appropriate, in decision 
making to assist in the education of the child 

The carrying out of other activities, such as those 
described in Title I, Part A, Subpart 1, section 
1118 of the ESEA 

United States Department of Education,                      

Parental Involvement, Non-Regulatory Guidance, 2004 
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District Parental 
Involvement Policy  
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District Parental 
Involvement Policy 
 

 

The District 
Parental 

Involvement 
Policy must 

be… 

 

 

Section 1118 (a)(2) 

Revised and updated each year 

Developed jointly with parents of eligible  
Title I students 

Agreed upon with parents of eligible                  
Title I students 

Distributed to all parents of eligible                          
Title I students 
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District Parental 
Involvement Policy  

Section 1118 (a)(2)(A) 
describe how the LEA 
will –  

involve parents in the 
joint development  of       
the plan under section 
1112, and the        
process of school review 
and improvement under 
section 1116; 

Show evidence that the 
plan was developed 

jointly with parents of 
eligible Title I students 

Describe how parents of eligible Title I 
students will be included in the joint 

development of the Comprehensive LEA 
Improvement Plan (CLIP) and Schoolwide Plans  

Parents must be able to 
provide their input in the 

plan, not just approve a plan 
given to them by the District 
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Parental 
Involvement 
Policies and  
Compacts Materials 

and 
resources 

Effective 
parental 

involvement 
practices 

Professional 
learning 

Sec. 1118 (a)(2)(B) describe 
how the LEA will –  

provide the coordination, 
technical assistance, and other 
support necessary to assist 
participating schools in 
planning and implementing 
effective parent involvement 
activities that improve student 
academic achievement and 
school performance; 

District Parental 
Involvement Policy  
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Building Capacity - Creating a sustainable 
infrastructure necessary to meet the 
needs of parents to ensure academic 

achievement and student success 

District Parental 
Involvement Policy  
Section 1118 (a)(2)(C) 
describe how the LEA will –  

• build the schools’ and 
parents’ capacity for 
strong parental 
involvement as described 
in subsection (e);  

Academic 
Assistance 

Materials 
and Training 

Professional 
Development 

Early Education 
and Transition 

Family-
Friendly 

Reasonable 
Support 
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District Parental 
Involvement Policy  

  
Sec. 1118 (a)(2)(D) describe how 
the LEA will –  

• coordinate and integrate 
parental involvement strategies 
under this part with other 
programs, such as the Head 
Start program, Even Start 
program, Parents as Teachers 
program, and Home Instruction 
Program for Preschool 
Youngsters, and State-run 
preschool programs; 

The LEA policy must 
describe what will be done, 

who will be doing it, and 
when the parental 

involvement strategies will 
be completed 

The LEA must explain how 
it will coordinate and 

integrate parental 
involvement with                    
these programs 
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District Parental 
Involvement Policy  

  
Section 1118 (a)(2)(F) 
describe how the LEA 
will –  

•  involve parents in the 
activities of the 
schools served under 
this part. 

Utilize parents 
as true partners 

Seek parent 
feedback and 
suggestions 

Bring parents 
into the 

policy-making 
process 
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Additional Resources   
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Annual Evaluation  
  

Section 1118 (a)(2)(E) describes                                                            
how the LEA will –  

conduct, with the involvement of                                              
parents, an annual evaluation of the                         
content and effectiveness of the parental 
involvement policy in improving the                     
academic quality of the schools served                   
under this part, including identifying                      
barriers to greater participation by             
parents in activities authorized by this                     
section, and use the findings of such                   
evaluation to design strategies for                        
more effective parental involvement,                               
and to revise, if necessary, the parental 
involvement policies described in this section. 

Focus 
group 

Survey 
Open 
forum 



Richard Woods,  
Georgia’s School Superintendent 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
gadoe.org 

Richard Woods,  
Georgia’s School Superintendent 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
gadoe.org 

Additional Resources 
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Parental Involvement Funds 
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Reservation of Funds 

 

Each LEA receiving over $500,000 in Title I monies 
shall reserve not less than one percent of Title I funds 

for parental involvement activities, including 
promoting family literacy and parenting.  

At least 95 percent of the funds reserved                         
must be distributed to Title I schools. 

 

Sec. 1118 (a)(3)(A) and (C) 
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True or False? 

The parents who participate on the school 

improvement team can be the only source 

of parent input into the spending of the 

parent involvement funds.

Reservation of Funds 

Maryland State Department of Education, Title 

I Parental Involvement  
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Reservation of Funds 

Section 1118 (a)(3)(B) – 

• Parents of children 
receiving Title I services 
shall be involved in the 
decisions regarding 
how reserved funds are 
allotted for parental 
involvement activities. 
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General Funding Guidelines 
for Parental Involvement 
Expenditures 
All parental involvement expenditures must adhere 
to these Title I funding principals: 
 

• Supplement not Supplant 

• Reasonable and Necessary  

• Allowable and Allocable  
 

Remember, federal expenditures must also be made 
in accordance with state and local laws.   
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General Funding Guidelines for 
Parental Involvement Expenditures 

So, Consider… 

• What materials, activities, and trainings would be 
provided in the absence of federal funds?  Is this extra? 

• Are similar items funded for non-Title I schools? 

• Is this the best use of parental involvement funds or are 
there other ways that materials, activities, and trainings 
would benefit student achievement more? 

• Can I legally spend parental involvement funds on this 
and do I have the money budgeted to do so?   
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This list simply provides examples of allowable                    
expenditures and is not all inclusive. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=3NzaG9Adid1eBM&tbnid=AbOlyjmPM1evoM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthechronicleherald.ca%2Fmetro%2F119209-stock-transportation-in-dartmouth-court-on-safety-charges&ei=OsTrU9vCGYKiyAScjIHICg&bvm=bv.72938740,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGrKhEGTgQBzd91SLLQKUCGOn7Jsg&ust=1408046508668851
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Parental Involvement 
Expenditures 

Documentation 
• Articulate your intent 

• Make sure to document the purpose of every expenditure 

 

 
 

 

Sign-in Sheets (Dated & Defining Role/Title),                  
Agenda (Topic Specific & Dated), Notes (Dated & Detailed),                    

Evaluation (Activity & Expenditure) 

Maryland Department of Education, Division of Student,              
Family, and School Support, Family Support Branch, 2012. 



Richard Woods,  
Georgia’s School Superintendent 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
gadoe.org 

Richard Woods,  
Georgia’s School Superintendent 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
gadoe.org 

True or False? 

With parent input, the entire parent 

involvement budget can be used to pay for 

food so parents will attend meetings/school 

activities. 

Reservation of Funds 

Maryland State Department of Education, Title 

I Parental Involvement  
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Additional Resources 
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School Parental 

Involvement Policy  
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True or False? 

Parents need to be made aware of the 

school level parent involvement plan but it 

does not need to be distributed. 

School Parental 
Involvement Policy  

Maryland State Department of Education, Title 

I Parental Involvement  
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School Parental 
Involvement Policy  

Section 1118 (b)(1) 
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Section 1118 (b)(1) 

School Parental 
Involvement Policy  
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served under this part              
shall –  

involve parents, in an 
organized, ongoing, and 
timely way, in the planning, 
review, and improvement of 
Title I, Part A programs, 
including the planning, 
review, and improvement of                
the school parental 
involvement policy 

. 

School Parental 
Involvement Policy  
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Sec. 1118 (c)(4) shall – provide  parents 
of participating children  

(A) timely information about programs 
under this part 

(B) a description and explanation of 
curriculum in use at the school, the 
forms of academic assessment used 
to measure student progress, and 
the proficiency levels students are 
expected to meet 

(C) opportunities for regular meetings 
to formulate suggestions and to 
participate, as appropriate, in 
decisions relating to the education 
of their children and respond to any 
such suggestions as soon as 
practicably possible; 

School Parental 
Involvement Policy  
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school served under this 
part, shall –  

offer a flexible number of 
meetings, such as meetings 
in the morning or evening, 
and may provide, with 
funds provided under this 
part, transportation, child 
care, or home visits, as 
such services relate to 
parental involvement; 

Provide information in a 
timely manner (before child 
begins to receive services) 

Develop and distribute the 
process for scheduling 

meetings, making 
suggestions, and responding 

to suggestions 

Provide parents with a 
description & explanation of: 

• the curriculum 

• academic assessments used  

• expected proficiency levels 

School Parental 
Involvement Policy  
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Remember to List/Explain HOW 
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Compliance Tips 
Remember to 

List/Explain HOW 
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Additional Resources   
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School Parental 
Involvement Policy 

Sec. 1118 (b)(1) 
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Annual Title I Parent Meeting 
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True or False? 

Schools convene parent meeting(s) at 

least annually to inform parents of the 

school’s role in implementing Title I, the 

parents’ rights, and ways the school will 

provide for parental involvement

Annual Title I Parent Meeting 

Maryland State Department of Education, Title 

I Parental Involvement  
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gadoe.org Section 1118 (c)(1)  Each school 

served under this part shall - 

convene an annual meeting, at  
a convenient time, to which all 
parents of participating                   
children shall be invited and 
encouraged to attend, to            
inform parents of their school’s 
participation under this part and 
to explain the requirements of 
this part, and the right of the 
parents to be involved 

Annual Title I Parent Meeting 
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Annual Title I Parent Meeting 
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  Additional Resources 
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School-Parent Compact 
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True or False? 

The school-parent compact must address 

how the parents and teachers will support 

student academic achievement. 

School Parental 
Involvement Policy  

Maryland State Department of Education, Title 

I Parental Involvement  



Richard Woods,  
Georgia’s School Superintendent 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
gadoe.org 

Richard Woods,  
Georgia’s School Superintendent 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
gadoe.org 

Title I School-Parent 
Compact  
What is it? 

A written agreement of 
shared responsibility 

describing how families, 
students, and teachers will 
work together this year to 
achieve the goals of the 

school improvement plan. 

A valuable tool to effectively 
and meaningfully engage the 

school and the home in 
supporting the academic 
development and needs               

of the students. 

Connecticut State Department of Education,            

Dust Off Your Old School-Parent Compact 
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School must have a school-
parent compact signed and 

dated by each party 

The compact must be 
developed jointly with parents 

of Title I students 

The compact must outline how 
parents, school staff, and students 
share responsibility for improved 
student academic achievement 

Shall serve as an active document by 
which the school and parents will build 

and develop a partnership to help 
children achieve state standards 

Section 1118 (d) each Title I 
school shall - jointly develop 
with parents of all children 
served under Title I a school-
parent compact that outlines 
how parents, the entire school 
staff, and students will share 
the responsibility for improved 
student academic achievement 
and the means by which the 
school and parents will build 
and develop a partnership to 
help children achieve the 
state’s high standards.  

School-Parent 
Compact 
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Section 1118 (d)(1) describes 
the school’s responsibility to 
provide high quality-curriculum 
and instruction in a supportive 
and effective learning 
environment that enables the 
children served under this part 
to meet the state’s student 
achievement standards, and the 
ways in which each parent will 
be responsible for supporting 
their children’s learning; and 
participating, as appropriate,               
in decisions relating to the 
education of their children 

Title I School-Parent 
Compact 
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School-Parent Compact  
Communication Requirements… 

Parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, 
during which the compact shall be discussed as the 

compact relates to the individual child’s achievement. 

Frequent reports to parents on their                             
children’s progress. 

Reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer 
and participate in their child’s class, and                 

observation of classroom.  

ESEA/NCLB Title I Part A, Section 1118(d) (2) (A) (B) (C)  
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True or False? 

The school-parent compact must be signed 

by the school principal. 

School Parental 
Involvement Policy  
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Determine 
student 

achievement 
goals 

Collaborate 
with 

teachers 

Meet with 
parents 

Speak with 
students 

 

Distribute 
and Utilize 

 

Title I School-Parent 

Compact  
An Effective Process 

• Sample Process Guide 
• Focus Area Suggestions 
• Sample Review Meeting Sheet 
• Sample Templates 
• Compact Checklist 
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School-Parent Compact  
Tips for Ensuring Content                          

Linked to Learning 

Concentrate on the identified focus areas 

Gather teacher, parent and student input 

Describe the activities/strategies that the school will 
provide parents to assist them in supporting their child’s 
education 

Outline specific academic strategies for students and 
parents, not vague statements about general behavior 

Connect the school, parent, and student responsibilities 
and align each to the school goals 
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Additional Resources 
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Building Capacity for 

Involvement 

Parent 
Resources 

Staff 
Capacity 

Early 
Education/Transition 

Communication 

Parent 
Knowledge 

Reasonable 
Support 

❹ ❸ 

❷ 

❶ 

❺ 

❻ 
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To ensure effective involvement of parents and to 
support a partnership among the school involved, 
parents, and the community to improve student 

academic achievement, each school and LEA assisted 
under this part, shall -  

Section 1118(e) 

Building Capacity for Involvement 
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Educate parents & 
provide awareness 
about the Georgia 

state standards 
(CCGPS & GPS)                     

& student 
achievement 

standards 

Educate parents 
about state and 
local academic 
assessments 

(Georgia 
Milestones) 

Provide parents 
with assistance on 

how to monitor 
their children’s 

progress 

Assist parents in 
working with 

educators 

Section 1118 (e)(1)  

shall provide assistance to 
parents of children served by 
the school or LEA, as 
appropriate, in understanding 
such topics as the state’s 
academic content standards 
and state student academic 
achievement standards, state 
and local academic 
assessments, the requirements 
of this part, and how to monitor 
a child’s progress and work with 
educators to improve the 
achievement of their children 

Building Capacity for 

Involvement 
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Workshops 
Brochures 
Websites     
Toolkits               
Classes      

Meetings 
Handouts      

Videos 

Section 1118 (e)(2) 
provide materials and 
training to help 
parents to work with 
their children to 
improve their 
children’s 
achievement, such as 
literacy training and 
using technology, as 
appropriate, to foster 
parental involvement;  

Building Capacity for 

Involvement 
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Professional 
Learning 

Parent 
Input  

Support 
Section 1118 (e)(3)  

educate teachers, pupil 
services personnel, principals, 
and other staff, with the 
assistance of parents, in the 
value and utility of 
contributions of parents, and 
in how to reach out to, 
communicate with, and work 
with parents as equal 
partners, implement and 
coordinate parent programs, 
and build ties between parents 
and the school; 

Building Capacity for 

Involvement 
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Share 
Information 

Improve School 
Transition 

Increase School 
Readiness 

Section 1118 (e)(4)  

shall, to the extent feasible and 
appropriate, coordinate and 
integrate parent involvement 
programs and activities with 
Head Start, Reading First, Early 
Reading First, Even Start, the 
Home Instruction Programs for 
Preschool Youngsters, the other 
activities, such as parent 
resource centers, that encourage 
and support parents in more 
fully participating in the 
education of their children; 

Building Capacity for 

Involvement 
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shall ensure that 
information related to 
school and parent 
programs, meetings, and 
other activities is sent to the 
parents of participating 
children in a format and, to 
the extent practicable, in a 
language the parents can 
understand; 

Family Friendly 
& 

Understandable 
Language 

Letters & 
Email 

Telephone 

Newspaper 
& Website 

Student 
Handbook 

Building Capacity for 

Involvement 



Richard Woods,  
Georgia’s School Superintendent 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
gadoe.org 

Richard Woods,  
Georgia’s School Superintendent 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
gadoe.org 

Each school and local educational 
agency that receives Title I funds 

SHALL provide such other reasonable 
support for parental involvement 
activities under Title I as parents    

may request 

Section 1118 (e)(14) 

Building Capacity                                

for Involvement 
Discretionary Items 
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Each school and LEA assisted under this part, may –  

• Involve parents in the training for staff 

• Provide necessary literacy training from funds received 

• Pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with parental 
involvement activities 

• Train parents to enhance involvement of other parents 

• Arrange school meetings at a variety of times 

• Adopt and implement model approaches to improving parental 
involvement 

• Establish district-wide parent advisory council 

• Develop appropriate roles for community organizations 

Section 1118 (e)(6-12) 

Building Capacity                                

for Involvement 

Discretionary Items 
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True or False? 

In order for parents to support their 

children at home, schools must provide 

training and materials to parents. 

Building Capacity for 

Involvement 

Maryland State Department of Education, Title 

I Parental Involvement  



Richard Woods,  
Georgia’s School Superintendent 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
gadoe.org 

Richard Woods,  
Georgia’s School Superintendent 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
gadoe.org 

Additional Resources   
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Title I Parent Notifications 



Richard Woods,  
Georgia’s School Superintendent 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
gadoe.org 

Richard Woods,  
Georgia’s School Superintendent 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
gadoe.org 

Required Parent Notifications 

 School Designation Status  
(Priority, Focus, Title I Alert or Title I) 

 Flexible Learning Program  

 Teacher and Paraprofessional Qualifications 

 Highly Qualified Teacher  

 Intradistrict Transfer Option 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=5NB8lcuBF9NFFM&tbnid=pkfcUQ5nmILt8M&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.faisongroup.com%2FBenefits%2FFaisonConnect%2FMoreResources.aspx&ei=IMrrU--oNcWUyASc1oGQDg&psig=AFQjCNHMuaSa5Eu7FTI1WWNJ_MhTdVH1dQ&ust=1408048032975739
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Methods of  Notification 
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There are over ten different roles described 
in law: 

Parent Input and The Law 

"advice and  
recommendation" 

 

NCLB Action Briefs - Community and Parent Decision-Marking: A Review 

* Denotes more than one similar phrase  

"evaluation and review              
of [plans]" 

"in participation with" 

"in consultation with"* 

"school district shall             
work with" 

"opportunity to                  
submit comments"* 

"input being sought" 

"in partnership with" 
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• District Parental Involvement Policy 
• School Parental Involvement Policy 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Plan 
• Title I Schoolwide Plan 
• School Improvement Plan 
• Comprehensive LEA                                                                           

Improvement Plan (CLIP) 
• Title I Funds/Parental Involvement Set-Aside 
• Annual Assessment/Evaluation of Title I Program  

Parent Input and The Law 
All parents of eligible Title I children must be 
provided the opportunity to provide feedback 

and input into and on the: 

Title I, Sec. 1118, ESEA of 1965 



Richard Woods,  
Georgia’s School Superintendent 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
gadoe.org 

Richard Woods,  
Georgia’s School Superintendent 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
gadoe.org 

Why Parent Input Matters 
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 A Note Regarding                            
Parent Councils/Committees 

While schools or LEAs may 
elect to review/revise their 
parental involvement policy, 
schoolwide program, CLIP, 
the parental involvement 
budget, and other Title I 
programs and activities with 
parent advisory teams, 
school councils, parent 
leadership teams, parent 
councils, principal 
leadership teams… 
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Meetings to Involve All 
Parents in the Title I 
Planning Process 

School annual Title I meeting 

Principal’s planning meeting* 

Parent advisory board meeting* 

School council meeting* 

Open house/School orientation 

District annual Title I meeting 

Student-teacher-parent conferences 

Curriculum night/Parent workshops 

Parent leadership meeting* 

Principal’s leadership meeting* 

School leadership meeting* * Cannot be the only meeting, all parents 
must have the opportunity to be involved 
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Title I Parental Involvement 
Documentation 

Dated sign-in sheets 

Dated meeting agendas 

Dated meeting minutes/notes 

Parent comments, feedback and 
suggestions 

District and school policy, plans and 
compact revisions/comments 

Written policies and procedures  

Photographs, videos,                                 
website screen shots 

End-of-year evaluations and/or surveys 

Copies of email communications 

PowerPoints or training materials from 
workshops and meetings 

Document verification sheets/parent 
signatures 

Parent flyers, invitations, notifications 
and letters 

Student/Parent Handbook 

Newspapers, newsletters, calendars  
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Important Reminders 
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Questions? 
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Contact Information 

Nate Schult 
Parent Engagement Program Manager 

404-463-1956 

nschult@doe.k12.ga.us 

Keisha Jeffries 
Communications Specialist 

Parent Engagement Program 
404-656-2633 

kjeffries@doe.k12.ga.us 


