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How Family-Friendly Is 
Your School?

Please complete Column 1 before the session begins.
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Today’s Agenda
Ø Why
-  Family-Friendly Self-Assessment
-  Core Beliefs
Ø What
- National PTA Standards for Family-School 
Partnerships

Ø How
-  Georgia’s Family-Friendly Partnership Schools
-  Small Groups
Ø Who
- Forsyth County Schools
Ø Questions
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School Improvement and 
District Effectiveness
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Core Beliefs
Ø Parents have dreams for their                                  

children and want the best for them.

Ø All parents have the capacity to support                     
their children’s learning.

Ø Parents and school staff should be                                 
equal partners.

Ø Responsibility for building partnerships between 
school and home rests primarily with school 
staff, especially school leaders.

*Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential Guide to Family-School Partnerships, by Anne T. 
Henderson, Karen L. Mapp, Vivian R. Johnson, and Don Davies (New York, NY: The 
New Press, 2007). 
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Why Welcoming 
Environments?

Welcoming environments provide 
parents with a reciprocal relationship 
where not only do they feel that they 
belong to the school, but also that the 
school belongs to them.  

-  Henderson, Mapp, Johnson, and Davies 
(2007)	
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The focus is not what 
schools should do to 
involve parents—it is 

what parents,
schools, and 

communities can do 
together to support 

student success.

 

PTA’s National Standards 
for Family-School 
Partnerships 
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Welcoming All Families 
into the School 
Community

Families are active participants 
in the life of the school, and feel 

welcomed, valued, and 
connected to each other, to 

school staff, and to what 
students are learning and doing 

in class.
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Georgia’s Family-Friendly       
Partnership Schools
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Where to Start: Data 
Based Decision Making 

Parent	Survey	
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It’s at gadoe.org
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Virtual Tour
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Scenarios—Small Groups
Ø Form small groups of 4-6 people.

Ø Read the scenario.

Ø Discuss with your small group what 
are some changes that can be 
made to improve the welcoming 
environment.

Ø Be prepared to summarize what 
your group discussed.
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Scenarios—Small Groups
Ø Summarize your scenario to the 

whole group.

Ø Report on what your small group 
decided to change.
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 Are	you	a	Georgia		
Family-Friendly		

Partnership	School?		
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  Eligibility 

•  The	school	must	be	iden0fied	as	a	schoolwide	
Title	I	school.		

•  The	school	must	not	be	designated	as	a	Priority	
School	or	Focus	School.		

•  The	school	may	not	have	been	a	Family-Friendly	
Partnership	School	Award	recipient	within	the	
last	five	years.		

Georgia	Family-Friendly																									
Partnership	School	Awards	
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  Selection 

•  A	panel	of	six	judges																	
assesses	the	wriAen		
applica'ons.			

•  Up	to	twenty	finalists																							
are	announced.	

•  Judges	conduct	surprise															
school	site	visits	to																		
determine	winners.	

•  Up	to	ten	schools	are	
announced	as	winners.	

		

Winners 

Georgia	Family-Friendly																									
Partnership	School	Awards	

•  Georgia	Family–Friendly															
Partnership	School	'tle	of	dis'nc'on			

•  A	welcome	mat	and	plaque	
•  Press	release	from	the	GaDOE	
•  LeAer	of	Recogni'on	from	State	

School	Superintendent	
•  Recogni0on	in	spotlight	award	

publica'on	
•  Special	professional	learning	

opportunity	provided	by	The																						
Ritz-Carlton	Hotels	
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  Timeline 

Georgia	Family-Friendly																									
Partnership	School	Awards	

September	
ApplicaBon	
Released	

November	
Finalists	

Announced		

January	thru	
April	

Surprise	School	
Site	Visits	

April	
Winners	

Announced	
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   Application 

		
		 1.	Sec0on	A:	School	Informa'on	

	

2.	Sec0on	B:	School	Data	
	

3.	Sec0on	C:	Parent	Survey	
	

4.	Sec0on	D:	Short	Answer	
	

5.	Sec0on	E:	AAachments	
	

6.	Sec0on	F:	Essay	
		

Georgia	Family-Friendly																									
Partnership	School	Awards	
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 Forsyth	County	Schools	

Amy Reutter
Federal Programs Specialist
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Questions


