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Parent	Engagement	Resources	

	
This	handout	consists	of	select	state	and	national	resources	that	provide	research-based	
strategies	as	well	as	publications	and	programs	on	family	engagement	to	build	parent	capacity	
within	school	communities	in	order	to	increase	student	achievement.	

	
State	Online	Resources		
	

• The	Georgia	Department	of	Education	Parent	Engagement	Program	provides	many	
resources	and	examples	of	best	practices,	K	-12,	from	around	the	state	to	help	schools	
and	districts	build	parent	capacity.		Information	is	also	available	for	parents	on	various	
topics	that	they	themselves	can	use	to	increase	parent	engagement	and	as	a	result	
improve	student	achievement.			To	learn	more	visit:	
http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/tss_title.aspx?PageReq=ParentEngagement	

• The	Georgia	Parental	Information	and	Resource	Center	(GA	PIRC)	works	with	state	and	
federal	programs,	as	well	as	parents,	to	provide	information	and	resources	on	early	
childhood	through	high	school	parent	involvement.		To	learn	more	visit:	
http://www.georgiapirc.net	

• The	Georgia	Parent	Mentor	Partnership	builds	communication	between	the	home	and	
school	through	their	special	education	parent	mentors.	They	collaborate	with	parents	to	
increase	their	involvement,	both	in	addressing	concerns	as	well	as	in	reaching	targeted	
goals	to	improve	all	children’s	achievement	levels.		To	learn	more	visit:	
http://www.parentmentors.org	

• The	state	organization,	Parent	to	Parent	of	Georgia,	provides	support,	information	
services,	training	and	leadership	opportunities	for	families	who	have	children	and	youth	
with	disabilities.		To	learn	more	visit:	http://p2pga.org	

• The	Georgia	Parent	Teacher	Association	(PTA)	provides	many	family	engagement	tools	
to	assist	parents	in	helping	their	children	be	successful	students.		To	learn	more	visit:	
http://www.georgiapta.org/resources-parent-involvement.html	
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National	Online	Resources		

• The	Parent	Teacher	Association	(PTA)	National	Standards	for	Family	–	School	
Partnerships	provides	a	framework	for	how	families,	schools,	and	communities	should	
work	together	to	support	student	success.		The	National	Standards	Implementation	
Guide	also	provides	detailed	explanations	for	each	of	the	PTA	standards	and	practical	
suggestions	for	how	to	engage	families	in	the	education	of	their	children.		To	learn	more	
visit:	http://www.pta.org/family_school_partnerships.asp	

• The	Strengthening	Families	Electronic	Library	contains	hundreds	of	resources	to	help	
strengthen	families—whether	working	directly	with	families,	developing	staff	or	
programs,	or	making	the	case	for	using	the	Strengthening	Families	approach.		To	learn	
more	visit:	http://www.strengtheningfamilies.net/index.php/online_resources	

• The	National	PIRC	Coordination	Center	provides	technical	assistance	to	PIRCs	across	the	
country.	PIRCs	help	implement	successful	and	effective	parental	involvement	policies,	
programs,	and	activities	that	lead	to	improvements	in	student	academic	achievement	
and	that	strengthen	partnerships	among	parents,	teachers,	principals,	administrators,	
and	other	school	personnel	in	meeting	the	education	needs	of	children.		To	learn	more	
visit:	http://www.nationalpirc.org	

• The	SEDL	National	Center	for	Family	and	Community	Connections	with	Schools	links	
schools	and	districts	with	research-based	information	and	resources	to	effectively	
connect	schools,	families,	and	communities.	It	emphasizes	connections	that	directly	
impact	student	achievement	in	reading	and	mathematics,	as	well	as	connections	that	
contribute	to	the	students'	overall	success	in	school	and	in	life.		To	learn	more	visit:	
http://www.sedl.org/connections	

• The	National	Coalition	for	Parent	Involvement	in	Education	serves	as	a	clearinghouse	for	
resources	created	by	local,	state,	and	national	partners	that	help	build	and	facilitate	
effective	family-school	partnerships.		Resources	can	be	searched	for	by	audience,	
subject,	or	organization.		To	learn	more	visit:	http://www.ncpie.org/Resources	

• The	National	Network	of	Partnership	Schools	at	John	Hopkins	University	provides	
schools,	districts,	states,	and	organizations	with	research-based	approaches	to	organize	
and	sustain	excellent	programs	focused	on	family	and	community	involvement	that	will	
increase	student	success	in	school.		To	learn	more	visit:	http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000	
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• The	Family	Involvement	Network	of	Educators	(FINE)	of	the	Harvard	Family	Research	
Project	provides	research-based	information	on	effective	ways	to	support	family	
involvement	in	children’s	learning	and	development,	including	strategies	to	support	
children’s	learning	in	school,	at	home,	and	in	the	community.			To	learn	more	visit:	
http://www.hfrp.org/family-involvement	

• The	Commonwealth	Institute	for	Parent	Leadership	developed	by	the	Prichard	
Committee	for	Academic	Excellence	is	a	parent	leadership	training	program	in	education	
that	has	various	resources	and	publications	for	parents	and	family	engagement	
professionals.		To	learn	more	visit:	http://www.cipl.org	

• The	America’s	Promise	Alliance	along	with	the	Annie	E.	Casey	Foundation	provides	
resources	on	parent	engagement	in	dropout	prevention.		More	specifically	it	shares	a	
framework	for	effectively	engaging	parents	in	what	they	call	the	3A’s:	Attendance	Every	
Day,	Achievement	Every	Year,	and	Attainment	Over	Time.		To	learn	more	visit:		
http://www.americaspromise.org/Resources/ParentEngagement.aspx	

• The	National	Dropout	Prevention	Center/Network	(NDPC/N)	serves	as	a	clearinghouse	
on	issues	related	to	dropout	prevention	and	offers	strategies	designed	to	increase	the	
graduation	rate	in	America's	schools	through	family	engagement.		To	learn	more	visit:	
http://www.dropoutprevention.org/effective-strategies/family-engagement	

• The	United	States	Department	of	Education	provides	information	to	assist	school	
systems,	schools	and	parents	in	meeting	the	requirements	of	parental	involvement	
provisions	required	under	Title	I,	Part	A.		To	learn	more	visit:	
http://www2.ed.gov/admins/comm/parents/pntinv.html	

• The	United	States	Department	of	Education	provides	materials	for	parents	and	provides	
suggestions	for	actions	that	families	can	take	to	engage	themselves	in	their	children's	
preschool,	elementary,	middle,	or	high	schools.		To	learn	more	visit:	
http://www2.ed.gov/parents/landing.jhtml	
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National	and	State	Webinars	
	

• The	Achieving	Excellence	and	Innovation	in	Family,	School,	and	Community	Engagement	
webinar	series	provides	stakeholders	organizations	with	opportunities	to	learn	about	
family,	school,	and	community	engagement	research,	best	practices	from	the	field,	and	
new	innovations	that	are	making	a	difference	in	school	improvement	and	student	
learning.		To	access	the	recorded	four	part	series	along	with	a	resources	guide	visit:	
http://www.nationalpirc.org/engagement_webinars	

• The	360	–	Degree	of	Family	Engagement	Series	webinar	offered	by	the	Georgia	
Department	of	Education	and	Bright	from	the	Start:	Georgia	Department	of	Early	Care	
and	Learning	provides	family	engagement	professionals	successfully	wrap	school,	home,	
and	community	engagement	around	student	achievement	outcomes.		Recorded	session	
dates	were	February	3,	2010,	March	3,	2010,	April	7,	2010,	May	5,	2010,	December	6,	
2010,	May	5,	2011,	and	December	9,	2011.		To	access	these	sessions	visit:	
http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/recordings.html	

Written	Publications	
	

• Beyond	the	Bake	Sale:	The	Essential	Guide	to	Family-School	Partnerships,	by	Anne	T.	
Henderson,	Karen	L.	Mapp,	Vivian	R.	Johnson,	and	Don	Davies	(New	York,	NY:	The	New	
Press,	2007),	examines	how	to	build	strong	collaborative	relationships	and	offers	
practical	advice	for	improving	interactions	between	parents	and	teachers.		This	book	is	
packed	with	tips	from	principals	and	teachers,	checklists,	and	other	invaluable	
resources.		

• School,	Family,	and	Community	Partnerships:	Your	Handbook	for	Action	(Third	Edition),	
by	Joyce	L.	Epstein	and	others	(Thousand	Oaks,	CA:	Corwin	Press,	2008),	provides	a	
research-based	framework	of	six	types	of	involvement	that	guides	state	and	district	
leaders,	school	principals,	teachers,	parents,	and	community	partners	to	form	Action	
Teams	for	Partnerships,	and	to	plan,	implement,	evaluate,	and	continually	improve	
family	and	community	involvement	for	student	success.	

• Engaging	All	Families:	Creating	a	Positive	School	Culture	by	Putting	Research	into	
Practice,	by	Steven	Constantino	(Lanham,	MD:	Rowman	&	Littlefield,	2003),	provides	
family	engagement	ideas,	strategies,	suggestions,	programs,	practices,	policies,	
procedures,	and	resources	along	with	references	to	implement	a	wide	variety	of	
customized	family	engagement	programs.		


