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Setting the Stage for 
Effective Family 
Engagement

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act                 
of 1965 (ESEA)

Title I, Part A:   IMPROVING THE ACADEMIC  ACHIEVEMENT 
OF THE DISADVANTAGED

• Sec. 1118 Parental Involvement

• Sec. 1112  Local educational agency plans 

• Sec. 1114  Schoolwide programs

• Sec. 1115  Targeted assistance schools

• Sec. 1116  Academic assessment and local educational 
agency and school improvement
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Title I Parental 
Involvement

Title I, Part A is a federally funded program under the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 

1965. It is designed to support state and local school 
reform efforts tied to challenging state academic 

standards in order to reinforce and amplify efforts to 
improve teaching and learning for students furthest 

from meeting state standards. 
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The Georgia Department of Education provides the Parent 
Engagement Program to assist and ensure that Title I, Part 

A Parental Involvement regulations are met with 
meaningful and strategic actions to build parent capacity

and share and support high student academic
achievement in schools and school districts under the law. 

Title I Parental 
Involvement
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SUCCESS

DISTRICT

SCHOOL

POLICY

POLICY

COMPACT

ANNUAL 
MEETING
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LEA POLICY REQUIREMENTS:
• Revision Date
• Jointly Developed
• Parent Input
• Distribution
• Technical Assistance
• Coordination with other Programs
• Building Capacity
• Family-Friendly Language
• Annual Evaluation

Section 1118 (a)(2)

District Parental 
Involvement Policy
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Section 1118 (a)(2)(A) describe how the LEA will –

involve parents in the joint development of the plan under section 
1112, and the process of school review and improvement under 
section 1116;

District Parental 
Involvement Policy:

Jointly 
Developed

Describe how parents will be 
included in the joint 
development of the 
Comprehensive LEA 

Improvement Plan (CLIP) and 
the Parent Involvement Policy

Parent 
Input

Parents must be given more 
than one opportunity to 

provide their input into the 
plan, not just approve a plan 
given to them by the District

Distribution

Evidence that the completed 
and revised policy has been 

distributed to parents in 
multiple ways and available to 

the local community

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Sec. 1118 (a)(2)(D) describe how 
the LEA will –

coordinate and integrate 
parental involvement strategies 
under this part with other 
programs, such as the Head Start 
program, Even Start program, 
Parents as Teachers program, 
and Home Instruction Program 
for Preschool Youngsters, and 
State-run preschool programs;

District Parental 
Involvement Policy

The LEA must explain how 
it will coordinate and 

integrate parental 
involvement with these 

programs
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Building Capacity - Creating a sustainable 
infrastructure necessary to meet the 
needs of parents to ensure academic 

achievement and student success

Section 1118 (a)(2)(C) 
describe how the LEA 
will –

build the schools’ and 
parents’ capacity for 
strong parental 
involvement as described 
in subsection (e); 

Academic 
Assistance

Materials 
and Training

Professional 
Development

Early Education 
and Transition

Family-
Friendly

Reasonable 
Support

District Parental 
Involvement Policy
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Additional Resources

TemplatesPowerPoint

Webinar Checklist Rubrics
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SUCCESS

DISTRICT

SCHOOL

POLICY

POLICY

COMPACT

ANNUAL 
MEETING

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

School Parental 
Involvement Policy 

SCHOOL POLICY REQUIREMENTS:
• Revision Date
• Jointly Developed
• Distribution
• Parent Input
• Annual Title I Meeting
• Notifications
• School Parent Compact
• Building Capacity

• Family-Friendly Language

Section 1118 (b)(1)
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Section 1118 (b)(1)

School Parental 
Involvement Policy 

Jointly Developed

• Describe the purpose of the 
policy along with 
information about the Title 
I program

• Describe how parents will 
be involved in the 
development of the school 
parental involvement policy

• Explain how the school will 
notify parents of the policy 
in an understandable 
format

Distribution

• Describe how the school 
will notify parents of the 
policy in an understandable 
format

• Distribution of the policy 
must occur in multiple ways
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under this part shall –

(c)(3) involve parents, in an 
organized, ongoing, and timely 
way, in the planning, review, and 
improvement of Title I, Part A 
programs, including the planning, 
review, and improvement of                
the school parental involvement 
policy

(c)(4)(C)opportunities for regular 
meetings to formulate suggestions 
and to participate, as appropriate, 
in decisions relating to the 
education of their children and 
respond to any such suggestions 
as soon as practicably possible

School Parental 
Involvement Policy 

• Describe how parents will be involved in 
the planning, review and improvement 
of the parental involvement policy, 
school wide plan, school-parent 
compact and the parental involvement 
budget

• Describe how the school will provide 
parents with the opportunity for regular 
meetings to formulate suggestions and 
participate in decision making regarding 
their child’s education

Parent 
Input

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Section 1118 (c)(2)  Each 
school served under this 
part, shall –

offer a flexible number of 
meetings, such as meetings 
in the morning or evening, 
and may provide, with 
funds provided under this 
part, transportation, child 
care, or home visits, as 
such services relate to 
parental involvement

School Parental 
Involvement Policy 
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Sec. 1118 (c)(4) shall –
provide  parents of 
participating children 
(A)timely information about 

programs under this part
(B)a description and 

explanation of curriculum 
in use at the school, the 
forms of academic 
assessment used to 
measure student 
progress, and the 
proficiency levels 
students are expected to 
meet

School Parental 
Involvement Policy 
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School Parental 
Involvement Policy 

Section 1118 (c)(1)

Section 1118 (d)

Section 1118 (e)
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Additional Resources
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SUCCESS

DISTRICT

SCHOOL

POLICY

POLICY

COMPACT

ANNUAL 
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Section 1118 (c)(1)  Each school 
served under this part shall -

convene an annual meeting, at  
a convenient time, to which all 
parents of participating                   
children shall be invited and 
encouraged to attend, to            
inform parents of their school’s 
participation under this part 
and to explain the requirements 
of this part, and the right of the 
parents to be involved

Annual Title I Parent 
Meeting

1.  Explain Title I, describe Title I 
requirements, and inform parents as to 

how they can be involved

2.  Inform parents of their right to be 
involved in the school improvement plan, 

explain the school’s designation status, 
and Title I program
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Annual Title I Parent 
Meeting

Meeting to inform, 
not to gather input

Cannot be 
combined with 
other meetings

Invite all parents in 
multiple ways

Advertised as the 
Annual Title I 

Meeting

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Additional Resources

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

SUCCESS

DISTRICT

SCHOOL

POLICY

POLICY

COMPACT

ANNUAL 
MEETING

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.orgSection 1118 (d) each Title I 

school shall - jointly develop 
with parents of all children 
served under Title I a school-
parent compact that outlines 
how parents, the entire school 
staff, and students will share 
the responsibility for improved 
student academic achievement 
and the means by which the 
school and parents will build 
and develop a partnership to 
help children achieve the 
state’s high standards. 

School-Parent 
Compact

SCHOOL-PARENT COMPACT 
REQUIREMENTS:

• Revision Date
• Signed Compacts
• Jointly Developed
• Distribution
• Parent Input
• Include District & School Goals
• Outline school, parent and student 

responsibility for improved academic 
achievement

• List activities to build partnerships
• Communicate student progress
• Family-Friendly Language

Section 1118 (d)
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Section 1118 (d)(1) 
describes the school’s 
responsibility to provide 
high quality-curriculum and 
instruction in a supportive 
and effective learning 
environment that enables 
the children served under 
this part to meet the state’s 
student achievement 
standards, and the ways in 
which each parent will be 
responsible for supporting 
their children’s learning; 
and participating, as 
appropriate, in decisions 
relating to the education of 
their children

School-Parent 
Compact
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School-Parent 
Compact

Parent Input

• Parents must be provided with multiple opportunities 
to give input into the development of the compact

Distribution

• The school-parent compact must be distributed to 
families in multiple ways and signed copies of the 
compact must be collected by the school
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http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Additional Resources
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Building Capacity for 
Involvement

Section 1118(e)
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Section 1118 (e)(1) shall provide 
assistance to parents of children 
served by the school or LEA, as 
appropriate, in understanding 
such topics as the state’s 
academic content standards 
and state student academic 
achievement standards, state 
and local academic 
assessments, the requirements 
of this part, and how to monitor 
a child’s progress and work with 
educators to improve the 
achievement of their children

Building Capacity for 
Involvement
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Section 1118 (e)(3) educate 
teachers, pupil services 
personnel, principals, and 
other staff, with the assistance 
of parents, in the value and 
utility of contributions of 
parents, and in how to reach 
out to, communicate with, and 
work with parents as equal 
partners, implement and 
coordinate parent programs, 
and build ties between parents 
and the school;

Building Capacity for 
Involvement
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Section 1118 (e)(4) shall, to the 
extent feasible and appropriate, 
coordinate and integrate parent 
involvement programs and 
activities with Head Start, 
Reading First, Early Reading 
First, Even Start, the Home 
Instruction Programs for 
Preschool Youngsters, the other 
activities, such as parent 
resource centers, that encourage 
and support parents in more 
fully participating in the 
education of their children;

Building Capacity for 
Involvement
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Section 1118 (e)(5) shall ensure 
that information related to 
school and parent programs, 
meetings, and other activities is 
sent to the parents of 
participating children in a 
format and, to the extent 
practicable,  in a language the 
parents can understand;

Section 1118 (e)(14) shall 
provide such other reasonable 
support for parental involvement 
activities under this section as 
parents may request, 

Building Capacity for 
Involvement

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Section 1118 (e)(6-12)

Building Capacity for 
Involvement

Discretionary Items
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Additional Resources
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Each LEA receiving over $500,000 in Title I 
monies shall reserve not less than one percent  

of Title I funds for parental involvement                            
activities, including promoting family                                                

literacy and parenting. 

At least 95 percent of the funds reserved                         
must be distributed to Title I schools.

Sec. 1118 (a)(3)(A) and (C)

Reservation of  Funds
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Section 1118 (a)(3)(B) –

Parents of children 
receiving Title I services 
shall be involved in the 
decisions regarding how 
reserved funds are 
allotted for parental 
involvement activities.

Reservation of  Funds
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Additional Resources

Rubrics

PowerPointWebinar

Handouts
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In carrying out the parental involvement requirements 
of this part, LEA and schools, to the extent practicable, 
shall provide full opportunities for the participation of 
parents with limited English proficiency, parents with 

disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including 
providing information and school reports required 
under section 1111 in a format and, to the extent 

practicable, in a language such parents understand.

Accessibility

Section 1118 (f)
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Required Parent 
Notifications

School Designation Status 
(Priority, Focus, Title I Alert or Title I)

Flexible Learning Program 

Intradistrict Transfer Option

Teacher and Paraprofessional 

Qualifications

Highly Qualified Teacher 
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As a Reminder
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While schools or LEAs may 
elect to review/revise their 
parental involvement 
policy, schoolwide
program, CLIP, the parental 
involvement budget, and 
other Title I programs and 
activities with parent 
advisory teams, school 
councils, parent 
leadership teams, parent 
councils, principal 
leadership teams…

Parent Councils/
Committees
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Parent Input and Involvement 
Documentation

Dated sign-in sheets

Dated planning meeting agendas

Dated planning meeting minutes/notes

Documentation with parent 
comments/and suggestions

District and school policy 
revisions/comments

School surveys with parent 
comments/suggestions

Photographs

End-of-year evaluations

Copies of email communication

Distribution of information packet

Document verification sheet

Flyers, invitations, notifications

Student/Parent Handbook

Newspapers, newsletters, calendars 
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And Remember…

Weiss, Lopez, and Rosenburg, Beyond random acts:                  

Family, school and community engagement as an integral part of 

education reform, 2010.

Quality Family Engagement Programs are:

SYSTEMIC
Family engagement 

is purposely 
designed as a core 

component of 
educational goals, 

such as school 
readiness and 

student 
achievement 

INTEGRATED
Embedded into 

structures and processes 
including professional 

development, teaching 
and learning, community 

collaboration, and the 
use of data for 

continuous improvement 
and accountability  

SUSTAINABLE
Will have adequate 
resources, including 

public-private 
partnerships, to 
ensure effective 

strategies with the 
power to impact 

student learning and 
achievement 

QUALITY FAMILY ENGAGEMENT PROGRAMS ARE:

ROADMAP FOR SUCCESS!
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Questions
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Craig Geers
Division Director

Outreach Programs
404-657-1793

cgeers@doe.k12.ga.us

Contact Information

Deana Bearden
Specialist

Parent Engagement Program

404-232-1148

dbearden@doe.k12.ga.us
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